
St. Paul’s (Penns Creek) Worship 8:30 a.m. 
Worship with us on Sundays………Sunday School:  9:00 am,  

Online, in Sanctuary Worship: 10:30 am 
 

TODAY’S MINISTRY TEAM 
  
 SOUND ROOM ............................. Terry & Cathy Polan 
 VIDEO ................................................... Marie Hassinger 
 AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST ............ EVERYONE! 

 PRAYER TEAM .................................. EVERYONE! 
 

For a complete list of staff and ministry leaders, livestreaming 
services, upcoming events and much more, visit our website and 

Facebook page:  www.paxtonvilleumc.org 
www.facebook.com/paxtonvilleumc 

 
 PUMC Office Hours .................................. Tues-Thurs. 9am-3pm 
 1281 Paxton Street ....................................... Local: 570-837-3158 
 Paxtonville, PA 17861 ........... Email: office@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Ministers ........................................................................ Everyone 
 Pastor ........................................................... Rev. Ryan T. Krauss 
  ........................................................ rkrauss@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Secretary .............................................................. Amanda Moyer 
  ........................................................ amoyer@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Youth Director .............................................................. Julie Loss 
  .................................................... 570-765-6467; djloss1@ptd.net 
 Technology Team Leader  .................................. Marie Hassinger 
  ......................... 570-541-9034, mhassinger@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Children’s Sunday School Coordinator .................... Tony Landis 
  ......................................................... tlandis@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Governing Board Chair ........................................... Mike Howell 
  ............................. 570-837-3987; mhowell@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 

Jesus, You are the Way, the Truth and the Life.                                               
 Let us worship You today in Spirit and in Truth. 

Paxtonville United Methodist Church Media Licenses:                                                                    
CCLI# 1492563    CVLI# 504206295 
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Paxtonville United Methodist Church 

Be the Light:  Trust, Love, Serve
 

Christmas Morning                                            January 1, 2023     
 
 Prelude 

Welcome and Discipleship Announcements  

First Scripture Lesson ...................................................... John 1:9-14 

*Opening Hymn UMH 245 ................................. “The First Noel” 

Sharing Joys and Concerns  

Prayer for the New Year  
Leader: God of all time, we praise and adore you for breaking 
into the darkness of this world with the glorious light of your 
presence. 
All: A light which made your love for the world visible 
in the babe born in Bethlehem—Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Savior. 
 
Leader: A light which guided those gift-bearing travelers from 
afar to find and worship the Christ-child. 
All: A light which leads us to you, now revealed in Jesus 
Christ. We pray that you will accept our worship 
for it arises from hearts and minds in awe over the enormity 
of your gift to us of pure love. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen 

 
Invitation to Renewal of Baptism 

Children’s Word 

*Hymn UMH 254 .............................................. “We Three Kings” 

Scripture Lesson...................................................... Hebrews 2:10-18 

Sermon ............................................................ Who Is Your Pioneer? 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Holy Communion 

*Closing Praise .................................................... “He Shall Reign” 

*Parting Blessing 

*Postlude 

 

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 

 General Fund $1,500.00 
 Online Giving 466.60 
 Memorial 235.00 
 Roof Fund  100.00 
 Christmas Eve 440.00 
 
 

 
FAITH GROUP GATHERINGS 

 Monday Morning Mocha Mondays, 9 a.m.  
 Men’s Group Mondays, 7 p.m. 
 Grab-A-Bite & ROCK Wednesday, Jan. 4 &18, 6 & 6:30 p.m. 
 Breakfast Girls Wednesday, Jan. 11 8:30 a.m. 
 Men of Faith Tuesday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Prayers have been asked for the following individuals: 
Judy Moyer, Byron & Carol Hassinger, Lee & Diane Shamory,  

Sarah Reichenbach, Cheryl Folk, Guy Kerstetter,  



 
 

PATERNITY LEAVE: New Baby Krauss is due to arrive on 
February 7th. Both the Conference and the PUMC Governing Board 

have approved Pastor Ryan for paternity leave with his family for 
four weeks, beginning when the baby arrives. Please pray for our 
pastor's family in this time of newness! While on leave, our own 

team of speakers will cover preaching responsibilities. If anyone has 
any pastoral needs or concerns during this time, they should reach 

out to Scott Umstead, who will be the first point of contact on these 
matters. 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
On January 8th we will be holding a food collection to be used for a 
January 14th food distribution day held by our Food Pantry.  If you 
can help, please bring non-perishable items to church no later than 

Jan. 8th.  The most needed items are: 
Macaroni n Cheese 

Cereal  
Canned Fruits 
Peanut Butter 

 
 

UPCOMING TOWN HALL MEETINGS 
Below are a list of open town hall meetings at PUMC hosted by our 
Governing Board research team. The purpose of these town halls is 

to share even-handed information, have open Christian dialogue, and 
discuss PUMC's future in or separate from the United Methodist 
Church. All are invited to come listen and share with a spirit of 

openness and Christian unity. Above all, please keep these 
conversations, our discernment, and any possible future decisions 

covered in prayer. Our highest callings are to glorify God, love one 
another, and follow where God is leading us. 

January 8 (Sunday) @ 6PM 
January 9 (Monday) @ 7PM 

 
 

CALL TO PRAYER:  As Paxtonville UMC discerns and 
discusses our future with our denomination, we invite you to spend 
dedicated time in prayer every Wednesday moving forward.  Below is 
a prayer you can lift up for our church. 

Prayer for Paxtonville Church 
 Pray for the peace of Christ to reign in us (Col. 3:15) 
 Pray for the leaders of our church, other churches in the UMC, 

and denominational leaders. 
 Pray that we would have a clear, unified understanding of where 

God wants us as individuals and as a church. 
 Pray that we would seek God’s desires for us above all other 

things. 
 Pray that we would walk in step with the Spirit and honor each 

other in every part of these conversations. 
 Pray that the Lord would protect us from the spiritual forces of 

division, distraction, slander and self-interest. 
 
 
2023 PUMC ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERS: Please pray for all 
of these individuals in their new or existing terms as leaders at 
PUMC. In our leadership model, we have two primary 
administrative teams: the Lay Leadership and Nominations Team, 
whose job is to promote and support leadership within the church as 
well as nomination of new leaders’ years; and the Governing Board, 
whose job is to oversee primary administrative tasks and promote 
alignment to the church's vision. 

Governing Board 
Class of 2023 - Vacancy, Trudy Payne, Martha Herman 

Class of 2024 - Holly Paige, Rylan Ebright, Bryan Snook 
Class of 2025 - Andy Gill, Tammy Gill, Colleen Ritter 

Lay Leader/Lay Rep - Scottt Umstead 
 

Lay Leadership/Nominations 
Class of 2023 - Penny Bilheim, Nancy Stull, Danelle Snook 

Class of 2024 - Brandon Kratzer, Sylvia Strawser, Michael Kratzer 
Class of 2025 - Scott Umstead, Jay Payne, Dennis Yeater 

 



 
 

“He Shall Reign” 
In the bleak mid-winter 

All creation groans 
For a world in darkness 

Frozen like a stone 
Light is breaking 

In a stable for a throne 
 

Chorus 
(And) He shall reign forevermore forevermore 
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore 

Unto us a Child is born 
The King of kings and Lord of lords 

And He shall reign forevermore forevermore 
 

If I were a wise man 
I would travel far 

If I were a shepherd 
I would do my part 
But poor as I am 

I will give to Him my heart 
Chorus 

 
Here within a manger lies the One 

Who made the starry skies 
This baby born for sacrifice 

Christ the Messiah 
Into our hopes into our fears 

The Savior of the world appears 
The promise of eternal years 

Christ the Messiah 
Chorus 

 
 

 
John 1:9-14 NIV 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 

through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all 

who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural 

descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

245 “The First Noel” 
The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep 

Chorus:  Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night 
Chorus 

And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far 

To seek for a king was their intent 
And to follow the star wherever it went 

Chorus 

 



This star drew nigh to the northwest 
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest 

And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay 

Chorus  

Then entered in those wise men three 
Full rev'rently upon the knee 

And offered there in His presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense 

Chorus 

 
254 “We Three Kings” 

We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain moor and mountain 
Following yonder star 

 
Chorus:  O star of wonder star of light 

Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still proceeding 

Guide us to Thy perfect light 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again 

King forever ceasing never 
Over us all to reign 

Chorus 
 

Frankincense to offer have I 
Incense owns a Deity nigh 

Prayer and praising voices raising 
Worshiping God on high 

Chorus 
 

Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing sighing bleeding dying 

Sealed in the stone cold tomb 
Chorus 

 
Glorious now behold Him arise 

King and God and sacrifice 
Alleluia alleluia 

Peals through the earth and skies 
Chorus 

 
Hebrews 2:10-18 NIV 

0 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that 
God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make 

the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he 
suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are 
made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call 

them brothers and sisters.  12 He says, 
“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 

    in the assembly I will sing your praises.”  
13 And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.”  
And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.”  

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who 

all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely 
it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this 

reason he had to be made like them,[e] fully human in every way, in 
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 

service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the 
people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is 

able to help those who are being tempted. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A10-18+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29995e


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


	Chorus:  Noel Noel Noel Noel Born is the King of Israel

