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The Box 
This is about a box that held a shoe or two.  Now the shoes are gone – 

so what’s a box to do?  No, said the box, that is not enough! 

I want a life with purpose, I say.  There must be something I can do 
today. 

Wait! I can go down to the church I know they won’t leave me in a lurch. 

Maybe they can find a use for me to help me be as useful as I can be. 

What?  You want me to do a good deed?  You mean that I will help be a seed? 

You will send me where? . . . That is so far away!  And you say that is where I will stay? 

I will live with a child in a new home, always and ever, no more to roam? 

So hurry, fill me with all kinds of things and a smile on a child’s face I will bring. 

Then they will learn about Jesus the Lord.  Hear about His love written in His word. 

You have made this box’s dream come true.  Bringing happiness is all I want to do. 

ClipWithPurpose.com 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights… (James 1:17 NIV) 
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March – 

2- Elijah Feltman 
3- Peter Herman 

5- Gina Burns 
6- Dixie Musser 

7 – Liam Krauss,  
Sylvia Herbster-Strawser 

8- Norma Geer 
10- Faye Aurand 

11- Jackie Herrold 
12- Greta Kratzer, Linda Howell 

15- Eli Stem 
16- Terry Forshey 

18- Susan Ax 
19- Aidan Snook, Mary Long 

23- Rachel Keister 
26- Jamison Herrold 

27- Lauren Nesbit, Elise Nesbit,              
Katrina Hestor 

28- Triston Herrold, Amos Aurand 
29- Pat Kerstetter 

 
 

 
April – 

1-Nicholas Kratzer 
3-Vida Holt, Grace Long 

5- Scott Umstead,  
Dave & Mary Kaufman 
8- Jim & Noelle Buckley 

9- Dwayne & Ashley Keister 
11- Penny Rudy, Judy Forshey 

12- Julia Nesbit,  
Wes & Tammy Brought 
15- Oliver Stem 

16- Kerstyn Klinger, Trey Wagner 
19- Miles Aurand 
21- Shirley Peters 
22- Derek Keister 

24-Delaney Hassinger 
25- Nate & Amy Zechman 

27- Ryland Portzline 
28- Robert Deitz 
30- Dallas Folk 

 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship 
  Jan.  Thru Feb. 20th  
 General 15,032.80 15,510.77 
 Online Giving 2,133.75 1,887.12 
 Initial 119.00 25.00 
 Missions         20.00 10.00 
 Sierra Leone Scholarships  50.00 50.00 
 UMCOR 50.00 
 Pavilion 50.00 50.00 

 Building Fund 50.00 50.00 

 Memorial Fund  180.00 

 Sound System 2,320.00 130.00 

 Sunday School 76.00 60.00 

 Love Offering 20.00     

 Bread of Life Pantry 20.00 50.00



What to Give Up for Lent: 
If you don’t know what to give up for Lent… start 

here with these 10 ideas. 
1. Don’t buy anything that 

you don’t NEED. 

If you can live without it, you don’t 
need it.  Give it up for Lent.  Put 
the money that you would have spent into a 
jar.  You will be surprised at how quickly you 

build up your savings. 
Tip:  Once you see how much you saved after 
the 40 days, split it into two groups: saving & 
donating.  Don’t spend it.  You worked too hard! 

2- Throw Away 40 things for 40 days 
Each day, you walk around your house and 

select one thing you don’t need or use to donate 
or throw away… every day, until Lent ends.   Try 

donating, because you are helping others.  
(Remember we have the donation bin in the 
church parking lot that goes to Community 

Aide).      
3- No Gossiping. 

Give up gossiping for Lent. That means you 
cannot do any gossiping.  None!  If someone 

says something negative about another person, 
either say something nice or don’t say anything 
at all.  You would think this is going to be SO 

easy, but when you can’t say anything negative 
about anyone else, you realize how often it 

happens, sadly. 

4. Work out daily to take care of the 
body God gave you. 

Spend this time focusing on taking care of the 
body that God gave you.  For Lent, commit to 

doing some kind of workout every single 
day.  You can go on a walk or join a gym, or 

even workout at home. 
Bible Verse to Remind You that You & Your 

Body are Important: 
John 1:2 

“Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and 
that you may be in good health, as it goes well 

with your soul.” 

5- Give of Your Time 
This isn’t giving up anything.  Hmmmm, who 
could you help?  Try putting 30 minutes to an 
hour each week for service to a worthy cause. 

6- Give Up Soda for Lent 
This one may be easy & not really 

out-of-the-box, but it could be a 
struggle, so I had to include it.    

7. Say 3 Nice Things to Your Spouse & 
Kids Daily 

You may think this is easy, but try to say things 
that aren’t the normal “Thanks,” or “You look 

nice,” or “Good job.”   Try to do 3 out-of-the-box 
things during Lent this year. 

8- Don’t Eat Out for 40 Days 
Ok, maybe not 40 days of NOT eating out, but 

what if you made it only eating out once a week!  
Try your hand at more home cooking.  Find a 
great new recipe that the whole family loves.  

Then add that recipe to your meal plan.  

9- Replace 30 Minutes of TV or Screen 
Time with 30 Extra Minutes of 

Devotion/Prayer Time. 
Read a devotional or bible story with your family 
and have a discussion about it.  Even young kids 

can get involved.   
I also suggest picking up a great new devotional 
or try taking home The Daily Bread from here at 

church. 

10- Do Not Complain  
We often complain and whine about things, but 

we need to try to have a positive outlook on 
things. Instead of complaining about it, why not 
talk to God about it?  Use prayer time to praise, 

say thanks, or just listen! 
You don’t realize how much you complain until 

you give it up…  
 “Do everything without arguing or 

complaining…” Philippians 2:14 NIV 

 

 



Operation Christmas Child Update 
With God’s power working in us, God can do 
much, much more than anything we can do or 

imagine.  Ephesians 3:20 
 

Good News and Great Joy from 2021 
The good news is that in 2021 9.1 million 

shoebox gifts were collected in the U.S. – the 
most ever – and that the world-wide total was 
10.5 million.  These are wonderful numbers 

especially because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

“On behalf of the children around the world, I 
want to thank everyone who packed gifts for your 

generosity, faithfulness, and prayers.  Every 
shoebox represents an opportunity to reach one 

more child with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”  
Franklin Graham 

 
Our church collected 111 shoebox gifts which 

were delivered to the collection center in 
Lewisburg in November 2021.  Each gift-filled 
shoebox lets a child know that someone cares 
about them and that God loves them.  A simple 

“wow” toy can go a long way to show a child 
God’s love. 

As the shoeboxes are handed out by partner 
churches around the world, The Greatest 

Journey, a series of 12 Bible lessons is offered 
to the children.  The Greatest Journey lessons 
teach children about the love of Jesus Christ.  
The children learn Bible verses in their own 
language and how to share their faith with 

others.  After they have completed the lessons, 
they receive a Bible in their own language.   

There are many inspiring stories how 
children’s lives have been impacted by a simple 
shoebox filled with gifts.  These are just some 

that were included in a special report 2021 from 
Samaritan’s Purse. 

• An 8-year-old girl from Ecuador, was 
given a shoebox, it was the first gift she 
had ever received.  She was happy with 

the new doll and other toys in her box but 
was happier to learn how much God loved 

her. 

• In Gabon, the Baka people have been 
typically outside the reach of the Gospel.  

But that changed as shoeboxes were 
given out in a remote village.  All 354 

children, the adults too, turned out for the 
distribution.  Everyone heard the Gospel 
for the first time and found out how much 
God loved them.  The village chief was so 
impressed with the event that he set aside 

some land for a church to be built. 

Because of COVID-19 there were many 
challenges for the teams distributing the 

shoeboxes.  In Bulgaria, children dig though the 
trash dumps for food or items to sell.  The team 

went to meet the children at the garbage site and 
gave out shoeboxes there.  Over 40 boys and 

girls heard about the Gospel. 

Enubere is a tiny island between the Philippines 
and Hawaii, and has a population of just over 
1,000 people.  There is no electricity and no 

airport.  The shoeboxes were delivered in a 57-
foot boat and distributed to 293 children. 

The shoeboxes were delivered on an ox-drawn 
sled to a village in the Philippines. 

In Montenegro only small gatherings were 
allowed, so team members went door to door to 
deliver shoeboxes.  Team members spent time 
with each family and said “they (the families) 

were amazed that somebody remembered them 
during the hard time with the virus and that 
people from around the world would pack 

shoeboxes for them.” 

November 2022 may seem far way but we are 
now collecting shoeboxes to be used in our 

Operation Christmas Child 2022 mission project.  
If you would like to donate shoeboxes they can 

be brought to the church and placed in the 
hallway outside the office or given to Connie 

Kratzer.  Remember – a shoebox is a tangible 
gift of God’s love. 



Where Can I Use My Gift? 
 February 27th, we concluded a series on 
Spiritual Gifts. This, however, does not mean the 
conversation is over! As Jesus’ followers, we 
should “make the most of every opportunity” 
(Colossians 4:5). What are the opportunities, you 
might ask? What are some ways I could use my 
gifts in connection, or even independently, of 
Paxtonville UMC? Below is a list of church 
teams, opportunities, and avenues where we’d 
love for you to plug in and utilize your gifts. 

 
Nominated Teams 

 Governing Board: Nominated by the Lay 
Leadership Team, these team members make 
big-picture decisions, large financial decisions, 
set goals, and focus on God’s direction for 
PUMC. Lay Leadership Team: This team 
nominates yearly leaders to itself and the 
Governing Board. This team supports leaders in 
their goals and promotes growth and training for 
PUMC’s leaders. 

Open Teams 
 Membership to the following teams rolls 
on and off throughout the year. Anyone 
interested in serving in these teams should talk 
with Pasto Ryan or a Team Leader. 
Connections Team: brainstorms, supports, and 
designs various community connection events 
throughout the year. Facilities Team: cares for 
the upkeep, maintenance, and minor additions to 
physical church property. Faith Development 
Team: brainstorms and implements strategies 
for discipleship and growing in faith within 
PUMC. This team has developed a fantastic 
curriculum called “PUMC Foundations” that will 
launch sometime this year. Hospitality Team: 
provides a welcoming atmosphere for new and 
old friends at PUMC worship services. Mission 
Team: provides guidance and support for 
various ways folks at PUMC can be involved in 
mission work and service in the name of Christ. 
Technology Team: supports the church through 
technology, social media, and the technology 
booth on Sunday morning. Worship Design 
Team: oversees thematic and design elements 
for PUMC’s worship services.  

 
More Ways to Serve 

 There are lots of ways to use spiritual 
gifts and be in service in the name of Jesus. If 

none of the teams listed above seem like a good 
fit, maybe an idea from the following list could 
suit your passions. Please feel free to discuss 
these and other possibilities with Pastor Ryan: 
Choir, praise team, music in worship, lay 
preaching, teaching/helping with Sunday School, 
leading a class or small group, starting a mission 
project, occasional cleaning help, care of outdoor 
grounds, helping with ROCK youth group, prayer 
chain member, joining a prayer team, joining the 
Shepherd program, connecting with Boy Scout 
Troop 415, supporting Bread of Life food 
ministry, clearing recycling, being a prayer 
partner, acolyting, shut-in visits, homebound 
communion, helping fold bulletins or newsletters, 
or anything else that God lays on your heart. The 
possibilities are countless for plugging in and 
making a difference. 

  

 

Love/Mission Sale 
Hello everyone. To help continue in covering 
expenses for Lia and Lydia Readinger,  
Ashlynn Hood has organized a clothing drive 
with #LydiaStrong merchandise. On the front of 
these gray shirts/sweatshirts is a set of baby 
footprints with the saying Lydia Strong; on the 
back is the following scripture: 

 
For I know the plans I have for you, declares 

the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

Jeremiah 29:11 

If you are interested in purchasing a long sleeve 
t-shirt ($20), sweatshirt ($35) or a rubber 
bracelet ($2), please see Ashlynn or Tony 

Landis. Or place your order on the form outside 
of the sanctuary. No sale end date at this 

time. 



Here is the schedule of Lenten Worship services 
at local Methodist churches starting with Ash 

Wednesday and concluding with Good Friday. 
 

Wednesday, March 2nd    Ash Wednesday   
- Service at St Peter's UMC 7 pm     

SOUP & BREAD SUPPER at 6 pm 
 - Service at Paxtonville UMC  7 pm     

NO SOUP & BREAD SUPPER 
-Service at Mifflinburg UMC  7 pm    

 NO SOUP & BREAD SUPPER 
 

Sunday, March 6th          
 Lenten Prayer & Fasting Service at Hummel's   

6 pm    NO SOUP & BREAD SUPPER 
 

Sunday, March 13th 
Lenten Service at Hummel's UMC 6 pm     

SOUP & BREAD SUPPER at 5 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 20th         
Lenten Service at Trinity UMC Winfield 6 pm    

SOUP & BREAD SUPPER at 5 pm 
 

Sunday, March 27th  
Lenten Service at Trinity UMC Middleburg 6 pm    

SOUP & BREAD SUPPER at 5 pm 
 

Sunday, April 3rd             
Lenten Service at Zion UMC 6 pm  

   SOUP & BREAD SUPPER at 5 pm 
 

Thursday, April 14th         
Maundy Thursday Service & Sedar Meal 

 at Mifflinburg UMC at 6 pm 
 

Friday, April15th              
Good Friday Service at Trinity UMC  

Middleburg at 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Paxtonville UMC 

PO Box 275 
Paxtonville, PA 
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