
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

A Note on Church Worship Times: 
 

Several congregation members have approached me (Pastor Ryan) and 
members of the Governing Board regarding current worship times. Prior 

to the pandemic, we had a testimony service at 8:00 AM, Sunday 
School at 9:00 AM, and Worship at 10:30 AM on Sundays. In the fall of 

2020, after accommodating to the pandemic with indoor and 
outdoor options, we chose to shift the current worship service to 

9:00AM. To me, this is and always has been a temporary change. Once 
the pandemic is under control or behind us, my hope is that we'll have 
open conversations about readjusting worship and small group times 

once again. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Philosophy of Money 
1. Money can buy a house, but not a home. 

2. Money can buy a bed, but not sleep. 
3. Money can buy a clock, but not time. 

4. Money can buy a book, but not knowledge. 
5. Money can buy food, but not an appetite 
6. Money can buy position, but not respect. 

7. Money can buy blood, but not life. 
8. Money can buy medicine, but not health. 

9. Money can buy sex, but not love. 
10. Money can buy insurance, but not safety. 

You see money is not everything.   
Remember this philosophy 

when you’re mailing your taxes 
to the government this year!  
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March/April 2021 



We know why we haven’t seen many of you at our worship services 
in quite some time.  But what we don’t know is if you are looking at 

the bulletin we have available on our website each week.   Here is a 
little piece of information for each of you who may be wondering. 

January’s Stewardship 
 General Fund $16,843.14 
 Online Giving -General Fund  2,981.09 
 Initial  99.00 
 Missions 40.00 
 Sierra Leone Initiative 60.00 
 Sierra Leone Pastors 100.00 
 Sierra Leone Scholarships 50.00 
  Music Ministry 1,200.00 
    

 
February’s Stewardship 

 General Fund $$2,981.80 
 Online Giving -General Fund  1,764.37 
 Initial  25.00 
 Sierra Leone Pastors 25.00 
 Sierra Leone Scholarships 102.77 
 Sierra Leone Shipping 50.00 
  Music Ministry 600.00 
  Postage 20.00 
  Community Aid 44.00 
  Pavilion 50.00  
  Building Fund 50.00 
  Memorial 100.00  

 

LENTEN GIVING 
I (Amanda Moyer) had this thought concerning our giving during the 
Lenten season.  I remember in years past here at Paxtonville UMC, 
we were given a challenge to collect extra money (with a coin folder 
or bank) during this season for a specific mission.  I posed this idea 

to Pastor Ryan and together the 2 of us came up with a mission 
field we feel could use a boost.  That would be the money being 

used to aide people who were and may still be struggling through 
this pandemic. 

I know that the Lenten season has already begun and this may be 
asking for more than you can do, but consider this idea and help in 
any way possible.  I, with my family’s help, have created a “Giving 
Calendar” starting on March 1st and ending on Easter day.  Each 

day there is an amount to give for each circumstance that you may 
encounter that day, or an amount to give for the number 

of items you have.  Some of these will be scripture 
related, some Easter related, while others are just ideas 

our silly brains came up with.  Choose a container & 
place it in a noticeable location in your home to collect 

your contributions! 
March 1 - 2 Timothy 3:16 We pray you have God’s word, the Bible, somewhere in 
your home.  Today allocate a dime for each Bible in your home. 
 
 2 - Mark 9:37 To act as a true Christian is to be welcoming, polite to all you meet in 
a day.  Today drop a dime in the jar each time you say “hello” to someone. 
 
3 – God cared for the animals of the earth by having Noah build an ark to keep them 
safe. 10 cents for each pet you care for in your home. 
 
4 – 1 penny for each pair of shoes in your home. 

5 – World Day of Prayer 1 Kings 8:25 Provide a dime for each time you 
pray today. 



 

6 – A penny for each dollar spent on groceries today. 

7 – Is today communion Sunday?  10 cents for each slice of bread in your kitchen. 
 
8 – Exodus 20 Today I ask that you choose an amount and multiply it by 10 for the  
10 Commandments. 

9 – Lucky retirees - $1 per person. 

10 – Fortunate to still be employed?  10 cents for each family member working. 

11 – Isaiah 10:14 To me eggs symbolize life.  10 cents for each egg in your 
refrigerator. 
 
12 – 50 cents for each Easter basket you will fill. 

13 – Matthew 3:13 A dime for each family member in your home who has been 
baptized. 
 
14 – Daylight Saving Time begins Do you enjoy having more 
daylight hours?  If so add $1. 
 
15 – Psalm 107:17-22 10 cents if you listened to Christian music today. 
 
 16 – Exodus chapters 7-11 10 cents for each plague the Egyptians suffered. 

17 – 17 cents if you wear green today. 

18 – 1 John 3:1 All children are precious in God’s eyes.  Toss in one dollar for each 
of your children. 
 
19 – A dimeif you attended/enjoyed outdoor worship. 

20 – Spring has sprung so the calendar says for today.  Give us 25 cents for a 
cloudy day or 50 cents for sunshine 
 
21 – John 12:20-33 Seeds bear fruit if we cultivate them.  Do you have any seeds 
at your home?  If so, put in a dollar. 

 

22 – 10 cents for each mask you own. 

23 – One dollar if you attended one of the four Christmas Eve Candlelight services. 

24 – A penny for every year God has given you! 

25 – Matthew 14:13-21 Five thousand people were fed.  The number of baskets left 
over times 10 cents is your contribution today. 
 
26 – Matthew 27:24 A dime for each time you wash your hands 

today. 

27 – A dime for every flower you have blooming. 

28- Palm Sunday 10 cents for each plant in your home. 

29 – Have you purchased any Easter candy?  Give a penny for each jelly bean still 
in your home. 
 
30 – If you have a new outfit to wear on Easter, place a dollar in your container. 

31 – Luke 22:50 Put in the amount you feel appropriate if you are thankful for your 
ears and the ability to hear. 
 
April 1- Holy Thursday, John 13:1-7 Jesus did not find it below himself to wash his 
disciple’s feet.  Today we will not ask for $, just that you find it in your heart to help 
someone. 
 
2 – Good Friday, John 19:23 The soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ clothes.  The total of 
the numbers on one dice is 21.  Place 10 cents in your container for each number. 
 
3 – Matthew 27:57-61 Today Jesus’ body was laid in a tomb with a LARGE stone 
rolled in front to close it.  Estimate how many pounds you think that stone weighed 
and put a penny in for each pound.  
 
4- Easter, Mark 16:1-8.  Up from the grave He arose.  Celebrate with us!   



NOTE:  See that Linda Howell, our Financial Secretary, 
receives your donations.  Indicate                            

“Giving Calendar.” 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
March:  2- Elijah Feltman April:  1- Nicholas Kratzer 

3- Peter Herman  2- Becky Oldt 

5- Gina Burns  3- Vida Holt, Grace Long 

6- Dixie Musser  5- Scott Umstead 

7- Sylvia Strawser, Liam Krauss  8- Abby Howard 

10- Faye Aurand  11- Penny Rudy, Judy Forshey 

11- Jackie Herrold  12- Julia Nesbit 

12- Linda Howell  15- Oliver Stem 

14- Megan Hill  16- Kerstyn Klinger, Trey Wagner 

15- Eli Stem  19- Miles Aurand 

16- Terry Forshey  21- Shirley Peters 

19- Mary Long, Aidan Snook  22- Derek Keister 

23- Rachel Keister  24- Delaney Hassinger 

26- Jamison Herrold  26- Allison Lawhead 

27- Lauren Nesbit, Elise Nesbit,   27- Ryland Portzline 

  Katrina Hestor  28- Robert Dietz 

28- Triston Herrold, Amos Aurand  30- Dallas Folk 

29- Pat Kerstetter 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
April:  5- Dave & Mary Kaufman 

8- Jim & Noelle Buckley 

12- Wes & Tammy Brought 

25- Nate & Amy Zechman 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 
Operation Christmas Child – Update 

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic 2020 was a difficult year for 
the church, community, country and the world.  But there were 

some bright spots, one being our church’s participation in 
Operation Christmas Child.  Even with the church attendance 

restrictions we were able to collect 95 gift-filled shoeboxes and 
deliver them to the collection center in Lewisburg. 

We know that some of the shoeboxes collected by PUMC have gone to Benin, 
a small west African country which is one of the world’s poorest countries.  

Other shoeboxes have gone to hard-to-reach areas.  These areas, which due 
to cultural or geographic barriers, are hard to reach with the Gospel.  Many 

who live here are people who may never have heard the name of Jesus Christ.                            
* “Specially packed shoebox gifts provide ease of access through customs to 

give local believers a culturally – sensitive way to share God’s love.  
Samaritan’s Purse has distributed shoebox gifts to more than 50 hard-to-reach 

countries since 1993.”  

Franklin Graham, president of Samaritan’s Purse stated, “We praise God that 
even in the midst of the pandemic, we were able to collect nearly 9 million 

shoeboxes.” 

That is 9 million children who may never before have received a gift.  9 million 
children who will know that someone, somewhere cares for them.  9 million 

children who will learn of God’s love for them. 

Operation Christmas Child for 2020 is over but it is never too early to think of 
collection shoebox gifts for 2021.  We are always looking for empty shoeboxes 

that can be wrapped and used for OCC.  If you have empty shoeboxes and 
would like to donate them, they can be placed in the hallway or in the large box 

by the church office. 

Thank you to everyone who packed a shoebox gift or gave a donation to be 
used to fill a shoebox or help cover the cost of shipping. 



Please don’t stop praying for the child who received your shoebox.  Lives and 
entire communities have been transformed because of a simple shoebox gift. 

*From Samaritan’s Purse website  

 
PUMC Governing Board News: 
The Governing Board will be starting to include updates in the monthly newsletters, 
so that everyone can be better informed about what all is going on behind the 
scenes. We as a governing board want to do a better job of communicating. You will 
also find the monthly minutes in your mailboxes on a more consistent basis. 
 
The Governing Board completed work on a new Facility Use Policy that 
encompasses both the indoor and outdoor facilities. A copy of this policy is available 
online and in the designated mailbox cubby. The Governing Board has also been 
spending a lot of time in prayer over how God wants to lead us while the pandemic 
continues. We were very excited during our last meeting as we were coming to a 
sense of a vision for the church after working hard in 2020 on our core values. 

COLLECTION BIN 
We’re hoping all of you do know that we have here in our parking lot, a 

collection bin for donations to Community Aid.  What you probably don’t know 
is the new responsibility that has been given to us.  A manager of this business 

recently talked to us.  She told us that they are planning on pulling close to 
1,000 bins that are placed in the state.  The bin with us is not one of these. 

They will be closing these bins because so many people are using them as 
garbage drop off locations.  This is not a nice factor for those employees who 
open the bins to pull out the donations.  Our new responsibility is to watch out 
and stop people who may use this as a garbage drop off or if we see garbage 

laying near it; it is our task to dispose of it. 

We feel Community Aid is a good store and a good cause to 
support.  Please help us do this.  If you see someone 

throwing trash in or around the bin, stop them! 

 

 

 

New Vision for 2021: 
I have worked with many churches to seek God's vision for their ministries. 
Inevitably, the conversation turns to Proverbs 29:18. The KJV of this verse is most 
well-known: "Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the 
law, happy is he." If you compare these words with other translations, a few things 
become clear. First, hearing from God and seeking God's will are paramount. 
Second, without this grounding, things run wild. And third, rooting ourselves in God's 
Word leads to blessing and joy. 
 
Since first arriving at PUMC, many leaders shared with me they felt God had a new 
vision for us, but didn't quite know what that might be. So, for the last year and a 
half, we've been studying, praying, working on core values, and waiting to hear from 
the Lord. I'm pleased to share that in February, we believe God's given us a vision, 
at least through the remainder of the pandemic. Here are the words expressed by 
the Governing Board: "Be the light; Trust, Love, and Serve." 
 
Now more than ever, it is essential for us as PUMC to "Be the Light" of Christ. We 
don't have time to wait around for worship to get back to the way we want or Sunday 
Schools to get back on track. We believe all of us need to rise up as Children of God 
and be Christ's representatives in a hurting world. We believe we are called 
to Trust in God's promises, in Christ's saving power, and in the Holy Spirit's ability 
to use us for good. We are called to Love God in the hard times and receive God's 
love. In turn, now is the time to share that love with others. Finally, we are called 
to Serve. As Christ laid his life down for the world, we must serve in response to our 
love for God and to reach those no one else is reaching. 
 
The nature of vision in the church is that they do not last forever. New vision comes 
every so often--if we are listening to God--to orient us in a specific season. We are 
trusting that God will move as we seek this path in this time: "Be the Light: Trust, 
Love, and Serve." 

 


