
Paxtonville United Methodist Church 

 

Encounter | Understand | Practice

 

Lessons and Carols December 27, 2020 

 

Worship Service  

Discipleship Announcements 
 

Introduction to Lessons and Carols and Opening Prayer 

         The service of Nine Lessons and Carols has been a tradition in 

many churches since 1880. The purpose of the service was to read nine 

important Bible passages about Salvation History with nine 

accompanying Christmas Carols. At the time, Christmas Carols were 

rarely used in church; many people considered them secular and 

worldly. A bishop in a cathedral in England wrote the service to attract 

pub-goers to come to church at 10:00PM, and thus discourage them 

from drinking. The first service of its kind attracted 400 attenders. 

          Today will be four Bible lessons and four Carols, not the original 

nine. But we do hope that focusing on the songs and stories of Jesus one 

more time this season will draw us away from the cares of the world and 

into the bigness of God’s grace. 

 

First Lesson ............................................................. Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

*Praise Song ...................... “Your Name” (Christmas Version) 
 

Second Lesson .......................................................... Luke 1:26-35 
 

*Carol UMH 220  ............. “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  
 

Prayer Time 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

      Lord’s Prayer #895 

 

 

 

Together: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name.   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Third Lesson ............................................................... Luke 2:1-16 
 

*Carol UMH 224 .................. “Good Christian Friend Rejoice”  

 

Fourth Lesson........................................................ Matthew 2:1-11 
 

*Carol UMH 246 ............................................. “Joy to the World”  
 

Moment of Reflection  
 

*Parting Blessing 

 
 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 

 General Fund $3,651.00 

 Online Giving -General Fund  741.03 

 Missions 25.00 

 Youth Mission Trip 1,400.00 

  

  

PRAYER   REQUESTS 

Prayers have been asked for the following individuals: 

Byron Hassinger, Anna Reigle, Wes Whipple, Jennifer Ritter,  

Paul Kratzer, Rose McStravick, Goldie Womer, Victor Whitesel, 

Barb Bump, Tom Burns, Peg Rearick, Chandis Klinger,  

Trina & Shane Eia, Holly Paige, Guy Kerstetter, Nancy Stull  



 

Worship with us on Sundays. . . . 

Online, in Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall Worship:  9:00 am 

 
TODAY’S MINISTRY TEAM 

 ORGANIST ........................................................ Colleen Ritter 

 SOUND ROOM .................... Harold Kratzer, Amanda Moyer 

 VIDEO ................................................................Brody Hetrick 

PRAYER TEAM ................................................ EVERYONE! 

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST ...................... EVERYONE! 

 

For a complete list of staff and ministry leaders, livestreaming 

services, upcoming events and much more, visit our website and 

Facebook page: 

www.paxtonvilleumc.org 

www.facebook.com/paxtonvilleumc 

 PUMC Office Hours .................................... Tues-Thurs. 9am-3pm 

 1281 Paxton Street ......................................... Local: 570-837-3158 

 Paxtonville, PA 17861 ............. Email: office@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 Ministers ........................................................................... Everyone 

 Pastor............................................................... Rev. Ryan T. Krauss 

 ............................................................ rkrauss@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 Director of Music .......................................................... Adam Dietz 

 .............................................................. adietz@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 Children & Youth Director ....................................... Audrey Trego 

 .................................... 570-837-5357; atrego@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 Secretary ................................................................. Amanda Moyer 

 ........................................................... amoyer@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 Custodians .................................................................... Tony Landis 

 ............................................................ tlandis@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 ............................................................................... Brittney Weaver 

 .......................................................... bweaver@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 Governing Board Chair ............................................... Mike Howell 

 ................................ 570-837-3987; mhowell@paxtonvilleumc.org 

 

Jesus, You are the Way, the Truth and the Life.                                               

 Let us worship You today in Spirit and in Truth.    
 Paxtonville United Methodist Church Media Licenses:                                                                    

CCLI# 1492563    CVLI# 504206295 
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SONGS FOR WORSHIP 

“Joy to the World” 

Words:  Isaac Watts, 1719 

Music:  G.F. Handel, 1741 

CCLI License: 1492563 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room,  

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and heaven and nature sing.  

 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods,  

rocks, hills, and plains  

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;  

he comes to make his blessings flow  

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  

far as, far as the curse is found.  

 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  

and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness,  

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,  

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SONGS FOR WORSHIP 

“Your Name” (Christmas Version) 

CCLI License: 1492563 

 

Humbly to the earth You came, born unto this world to stay 

God with us Emmanuel, now we adore Your Name 

 

CHORUS:  Your Name is a strong and mighty tower 

Your Name is a shelter like no other 

Your Name let the nations sing it louder 

Cause nothing has the Power to save, But Your Name 

 

Jesus in Your Name we pray, Come and fill our hearts today 

Lord give us strength to live for You 

and glorify Your Name 

 

CHORUS 

 

Wonderful, Counselor, Prince of Peace 

 

CHORUS [Repeat] 

 

God with us Emmanuel x 3 

Now we adore Your Name 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SONGS FOR WORSHIP 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”  

Words:  James Montgomery, 1816 

Music:  Henry T. Smart, 1867 

CCLI License: 1492563 

 

Angels from the realms of glory,  

wing your flight o'er all the earth;  

ye who sang creation's story  

now proclaim Messiah's birth:  

 

REFRAIN: Come and worship, come and worship,  

worship Christ, the newborn king.  

 

Shepherds, in the field abiding,  

watching o'er your flocks by night,  

God with us is now residing;  

yonder shines the infant light:  

REFRAIN 

 Sages, leave your contemplations,  

brighter visions beam afar;  

seek the great Desire of nations;  

ye have seen his natal star:  

REFRAIN 

 

Saints, before the altar bending,  

watching long in hope and fear;  

suddenly the Lord, descending,  

in his temple shall appear:  

REFRAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SONGS FOR WORSHIP 

“Good Christian Friend Rejoice”  

Words:  14th cent. Latin; trans. By John Mason Neale, 1855 

Music:  German melody; harm. By Gary Alan Smith, 1988 

CCLI License: 1492563 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say: News, news! 

Jesus Christ is born today! 

Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss:  News, news! 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven's door, and ye are blest forever more. 

Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave; News, news! 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 NIV 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 

living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 

will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of 

his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 

David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal 

of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

 

 

Luke 1:26-35 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 

Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be 

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you 

who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly 

troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 

be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 

found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and 

you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 

David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 

kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, 

“since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 

come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 2:1-16 
1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that 

took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone 

went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby 

to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 

room available for them. 8 And there were shepherds living out in the 

fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of 

the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 

he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find 

a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great 

company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them 

and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby, who was lying in the manger.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 2:1-11 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is 

the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 

rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 

teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be 

born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the 

exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and 

said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, 

report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star 

they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR 2021: Pastor Ryan will be hosting another 

round of "Bible in a Year" through the YouVersion Bible phone app. 

If anyone is interested, please contact him to receive your invite. All 

are welcome to participate. 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 2021:  If you feel called by the Holy 

Spirit, Paxtonville UMC needs the following leaders for 2021:  

Mission Team Leader, SMASH/Kid’s Sunday School Coordinator 
Contact Pastor Ryan for details. 

 

THIS WEEK: 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: Please note that offering envelopes for 

the new year are in many of your church mailboxes. If you are 

attending any services in person, please check your mailbox. Also 

consider picking up a box of someone who lives near you and 

delivering. Thank you! 

 

THREE WEEK ONLINE STUDY:  Pastor Ryan had planned to 

lead a three-week study for Sunday School in Advent.  This study 

name is Jesus: Prophet, Priest, and King.  With Sunday School 

postponed, Pastor Ryan will offer this online for whomever is 

interested.  The topic is looking at Jesus through the Old Testament 

roles of prophet, priest, and king.  Contact Pastor Ryan if interested. 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Beginning in 2021, Linda Howell 

will be assuming the primary role of financial secretary, being 

assisted by Cathy Polan and Colleen Ritter. Please note this change 

for questions you may have or if you are currently mailing 

contributions directly to the financial secretary. We would like to 

say thank you to Colleen for her year of faithful service and 

leadership in this ministry role!

 


