
 
 
 
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

 GREETERS  
                  Alanna & Rachel Keister 

   LAY READER          Greg Hetrick 
   ORGANIST             Colleen Ritter 
   SOUND ROOM   

                         Terry & Cathy Polan 
   PRAISE TEAM      Zach Umstead, 
                   Nate & Owen Zechman        

  
  

              
 
 

 
                                                              MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 Monday, May 14 
   9 a.m. Morning Mocha 
   7-8:30 p.m. Scouts 
 Tuesday, May 15 
    7a.m.-7 p.m. Election Day Cafe 
   7 p.m. SMASH Kick-Off  
        planning meeting 
   7 p.m. Men of Faith @ Trinity 
 Thursday, May 17 
   10-11:30 a.m. Soaking Prayer 
   7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
 Sunday, May 20 
    8 a.m. Prayer & Communion 
    9 a.m. Sunday School 
    10:30 a.m. Worship 
        

 
 

 
Paxtonville UMC 

1281 Paxton Street, Paxtonville PA  
(570) 837-3158 

www.paxtonvilleumc.org 
Office Email – paxtonvilleumc@gmail.com 
Pastor Brian Lucas - blucas@susumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Vision: 
ENCOUNTER+UNDERSTAND+PRACTICE 

      GOD’S LOVE 

 
Our Mission: 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 

 
 

A Place to Call Home 

mailto:blucas@susumc.org


 
 

ASCENSION SUNDAY 
May 13, 2018 
Mother’s Day 

Series: A Place to Call Home 
Today’s Theme: Always Blessing, Always Blessed 

 
PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold print 
indicates congregational participation.) 
 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 
WELCOME AND DISCIPLESHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
*PRAISE SONG       10,000 Reasons 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Worship Leader: Ascension Sunday calls to mind the moment at which Jesus 
ascends into heaven after having been with the disciples for a while after his 
resurrection. Another parting – yet this time the scene is not an agonizing death on a 
cross, rather it is filled with wonder. It is while blessing them that Jesus “withdrew” 
from them. And then we read that the blessings continued as his followers head to 
the temple to worship with great joy. Each time we gather to worship and bless God, 
“remembering all in our prayers,” we too are continually at home in the promise of 
Jesus Christ’s presence among us. Welcome home. 
 
 

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 
 General Fund $24,647.00 
 Sunday School 49.00 
 Wasilla 50.00  
Youth Mission Trip 615.00 
 Missions 10.00 
 HUB 75.00 
 UMCOR 50.00 
 Pavilion 25.00 
 Gaga Pitt 20.00 
SMASH Renovations 3.00 
Building Fund 50.00 
  
 

 
GRADUATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, June 3rd will be our 
Graduate Recognition Sunday.  
If you or anyone in your family is 
graduating this spring or has  
graduated in the past year, 
please inform Lee Shamory. 

 
Help Wanted: 
The growing season has finally  
arrived, which means we need  
people to help with deadheading 
 flowers, weeding and trimming 
 PUMC's landscaping. We are 
 extremely short on help and need  
others to step up to the task. 
 If you are willing to help, even if only 
occasionally, please see Lyn Levan. 
 
 
  



 
 
 

THIS WEEK'S UPDATE  

Here's this week's update to dispel any potential rumors or concerns about things taking 

place in secret: 

The Facility Evaluation Team (FET) has completed its work and submitted the report to me. 

I have made a few copies of the report and placed them on the Mission & Ministry table for 

your perusal. In response to the report, I am putting together a team to begin knocking some 

of the items off the list. If you feel called to this team, please let me know; or if you feel 

called to working on a particular project, let me know that as well.  

The Governing Board will be having an approximately five-hour long training session with 

our coach Jan Hughes on Saturday, May 19th. 

The Worship Evaluation Team (WET) had its first meeting this past week and began going 

over the Mystery Worshipers report, as well as the demographic report for our mission field. 

Using that information, they began evaluating our worship service to see what and where 

we need to make improvements. They will be experiencing worship at a different church (or 

two) over the next couple weeks, after which they will have another meeting (or two) to 

finish their work. They request your prayers for this important work. 

Next up for me is to put together the Hospitality, Connection, and Worship Design Teams. 

These teams will be assembled by June 15th and will be having a training session with our 

coach Jan Hughes on Saturday, July 21. 

I realize that any transition can be anxiety-riddled, especially one that takes time. I ask for 

your patience, support, and prayers as we continue on this journey and live into the future 

vision God has for us. 

God's peace and blessings, 

Pastor Brian (aka: PB) 

 

 
 

 
*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 
Most High God, as Christ ascended into the heavens, may our hearts ascend to 
you. Open our eyes to the power of your Spirit, that we may strive for more than 
the pedestrian ways of this world. Open our lives to the fullness of your power, 
that we may be clothed with power from on high. Help us wait patiently for the 
baptism of your Spirit, that we may be found worthy of your great gifts. Amen. 
 
*HYMN #163     Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know 
 

UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 
(Please join in singing Jesus Loves the Little Children 

as the children come forward.) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAISE SONG      The Heart of Worship 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
GOSPEL LESSON      Luke 24:44-53 
 
EPISTLE LESSON      Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
SERMON              “Always Blessing, Always Blessed” 

Rev. Brian Lucas, Pastor 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   “We Are Blessed”   Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY    Old 100th    UMH#95 
 
 



 
 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 
O God, we praise you for your power and might; we praise you for your love and 
mercy; we praise you for giving us your Spirit; we praise you for your every 
blessing. In gratitude and thanksgiving, for all we have received from your hand, 
we return to you the fruit of our industry, in the name of the one who ascended to 
heaven, that we might have fullness of life here on earth. Amen. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 
*HYMN OF PARTING #133   Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
 
*BENEDICTION 
*POSTLUDE          
 
Portions of today’s liturgy come from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2012 edition 
copyright ©2011 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission. 
 
Next week we will begin our series “My God Is a Rock” with our theme, “Solid 
Rock” based on Psalm 18. What will Pastor Brian talk about? 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, July 14, 2018, Paxtonville United Methodist Church will host the  

10th Annual Blueberry Festival.  Come prepared to join in the 5K walk/run, shop the 
church and community yard sales and vendor stands, view displays, and enjoy 

breakfast, snacks, ice cream & lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 
Remember to visit the Youth Table and sign-up for the various  

SMASH ministry needs! 
 

ELECTION DAY CAFE 
This Tuesday, May 15, the Paxtonville United Methodist Church’s Election Day Café 
opens at 7:00 am and remains open until 7:00 pm. Come to vote and visit the cafe for 
breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Stop by for a meal even if you don’t vote at PUMC, one 
less meal to cook is always a joy. A variety of egg sandwiches and soups are for sale 
all day. In addition, BBQ, hot dogs, chips, soda, and desserts are for sale. Or drop by 

for conversation over a free cup of tea, coffee, or a free bottle of water. PUMC 
practices God’s love by providing these free beverages to everyone, just like God’s 

love is free to everyone. 
Join in practicing God’s love by donating your time to work in the café. See the sign-
up sheet on the Mission and Ministry table. Be a baker on Saturday, a set up worker 

or a soup maker on Monday, or a hospitality person, kitchen staffer or clean up 
person on Tuesday. Donations toward soup ingredients or free tea, coffee, or water 

are appreciated and another way to practice God’s love. 
 
 

NEEDED 
SMASH is in need of one teacher for the 4th to 6th grade class.  Please consider giving 
your time to this ministry.  You will be greatly blessed by sharing your time with the 

children & youth of this church. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 24:44-53 CEB 

 

Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the Law from 

Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures. He said to 

them, “This is what is written: the Christ 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day, and a change of heart and life for 

the forgiveness of sins must be preached in 

his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these 

things.  Look, I’m sending to you what my 

Father promised, but you are to stay in the 

city until you have been furnished with 

heavenly power.” 

He led them out as far as Bethany, where he 

lifted his hands and blessed them. As he 

blessed them, he left them and was taken up to 

heaven. They worshipped him and returned to 

Jerusalem overwhelmed with joy. And they were 

continuously in the temple praising God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPISTLE LESSON   Ephesians 1:15-23 (CEB) 

Since I heard about your faith in the Lord 

Jesus and your love for all God’s people, this 

is the reason that I don’t stop giving thanks 

to God for you when I remember you in my 

prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, will give you a 

spirit of wisdom and revelation that makes God 

known to you. I pray that the eyes of your 

heart will have enough light to see what is 

the hope of God’s call, what is the richness 

of God’s glorious inheritance among 

believers, and what is the overwhelming 

greatness of God’s power that is working among 

us believers. This power is conferred by the 

energy of God’s powerful strength. God’s power 

was at work in Christ when God raised him from 

the dead and sat him at God’s right side in 

the heavens, far above every ruler and 

authority and power and angelic power, any 

power that might be named not only now but in 

the future. God put everything under Christ’s 

feet and made him head of everything in the 

church, which is his body. His body, the 

church, is the fullness of Christ, who fills 

everything in every way. 


