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AFTER-HOLIDAY POEM 

'Twas the month after Christmas, and all through                  

the house 

nothing would fit me, not even a blouse. 

The cookies I'd nibbled, the eggnog I'd taste 

At the holiday parties had gone to my waist. 

 

When I got on the scales there arose such a number! 

When I walked to the store (less a walk than a 

lumber). 

I'd remember the marvelous meals I'd prepared; 

The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rared, 

The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the cheese 

And the way I'd never said, 'No thank you, please.’ 

 

As I dressed myself in my husband's old shirt 

And prepared once again to do battle with dirt - 

I said to myself, as I only can 

'You can't spend a winter disguised as a man!’ 

 

So - away with the last of the sour cream dip, 

Get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker and chip 

Every last bit of food that I like must be banished 

'Till all the additional ounces have vanished. 

 

I won't have a cookie - not even a lick.  

I'll only chew on a long celery stick. 

I won't have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie,  

I'll munch on a carrot and quietly cry. 

I'm hungry, I'm lonesome, and life is a bore. 

But isn't that what January is for? 

 

Unable to giggle, no longer a riot. 

Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January/February 2018 

ICE CREAM & GAMES 

Now that you’ve thought about all those 
Christmas goodies you indulged in, it’s time 
to start thinking of our next yummy event. 
Our Ice Cream & Game Night is scheduled 
for Sunday, Feb. 18th starting at 5:30 p.m.  

Mark this on your calendars 
and plan to join us to sample 
oodles of delicious ice cream 
flavors and win some of your 

favorite board/card games!  Be 
on the look out for more info 

to appear in our bulletins 
come February! 
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Happy Birthday to you . . . 

January – 
1-Jerry Snook 

3-James Foss 

4-Ryan Bruner, Diane Shamory,               

Jake Steininger 

5-Amy Pecht, Nicholas Kratzer 

8- Doug Keefer 

10- Mike Howell, Dolores Yerger 

11- Amanda Aurand 

12- Cathy Polan 

13- Lauren Cuatt 

14- Philip Miller 

15- Tammy Brought 

20- Heather Portzline 

21- Hailey Keefer 

25- Lee Shamory 

26- Shana Ebright 

27- Sarah Nesbit, Dylan Hassinger 

28- Anthony Long 

30- Naomi Long, Audrey Trego 

Happy Anniversary to . . . 

3- Jim & Donna Foss 

6- Larry & Emma Zechman 

17- Jim & Faye Aurand 

25- Harold & Connie Kratzer 

29- Jake & Alice Steininger 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday to you . . . 

 
February – 

 3- Sang Bilger 

 4- Lois Yeater 

 6- Del Ritter 

 8- Olivia Perna 

 9- Lyn Levan 

 10- Irene Walter 

 19- Sandra Eppley 

 20- Zachary Umstead 

 22- Ashley Keister 

 23- Cheryl Folk 

 24- Danelle Snook, Tony Wenrich  

26- Andrew Aurand 

27- Martha Herman 

28- Alanna Keister 

 

Happy Anniversary to . . . 

14- Kirk & Heather Ritter 

18- Kim & Shana Ebright 

19- Guy & Pat Kerstetter 

 

 



THE ROCK PAGE 

ROCK Special Night 

The ROCK will be hosting another special youth service on January 31st. The night will begin at 
6:00 with a covered dish meal followed by praise and worship led by the youth and a message 

presented by Pastor Brian. Everyone is invited to attend! 

Youth Ministry Calendar 
· January 5th – lock in at the church for Julie’s group grades 4 through 6. Please arrive at the      
church at 7:00 pm and parents please pick up at 9:00 am on the 6th. Please eat prior to coming. 
You will need to bring a sleeping bag, air mattress if desired and pillow. Snacks, drinks, and 
breakfast will be provided.   

· January 16th – Paint party fund raiser for youth mission trip starting at 6 p.m. 

Please RSVP as space is limited. 

· January 17th -  ROCK   

· January 31st – Special ROCK night (See Above) 

· February 7 – ROCK  

· February 21 – ROCK  

o For the February ROCK sessions, grades 7 through 12 will be separating into boys and girls. The 
boys will be talking about what a Christian man, father, and husband look like. The girls will be 
talking about the book “My Prince Will Come”.   

 
 
 



GEC CONSULTATION 

Growing Effective Churches (GEC) is a ministry in the conference aimed at assisting churches in achieving their mission 

of "Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." In the fall of 2016, our district superintendent 

Rev. Larry Leland invited the Paxtonville U.M.C. to take part in this ministry, because he saw us doing good work with 

great potential to do even better. The Administrative Council voted to enter into the process, and since then a group of 

laity have been reading some books and gathering with groups from other churches to participate in guided 

conversation. PB has likewise been in a group of clergy doing the same thing. We have also done surveys: of 

parishioners; of our neighbors in Paxtonville; and of political, civic, and educational leaders. These surveys will be used 

to help focus our ministries so that we can be vital and relevant in the community, while also providing opportunities to 

witness to our faith in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, with the aim of "making disciples for Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world. Now comes the next step: the consultation. 

From January 12th through the 14th, our consultation team (consisting of the director of congregational development 

Kay Kotan, our coach Rev. Jan Hughes, and a lay representative Kathy Heaps) will be with us to gather more information, 

be in dialogue with us, provide some training for us, worship with us, eat with us, and present their prescriptions for 

how we can best move forward into "God's preferred future" of the Paxtonville U.M.C. The staff and leadership will be 

meeting with them both individually and as small groups, but they also want to meet with others, especially at a focus 

group meeting that will take place on Friday evening. PB will be contacting some folks to be a part of that group, and he 

prays you will say yes. However, if you feel strongly that God is calling you to be a part of it, please let him know. 

The entire weekend schedule is listed below, please look it over and see where and how you can be a part of this 

important ministry. 
WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Friday, January 12th:  

• 8:00 – the team arrives 

• 8:30-10:00 – pastor interview 

• 10-4:30 – eight staff (paid and volunteer) interviews 

• 5-7 – supper with PB & Sue 

• 7-8:30 – focus group made up of faithful attendees without staff connections or leadership 
roles 

Saturday, January 13th: 

• 9-10 – Ad Council meets with consultation team 

• 10-3 – All Church workshop: Council, staff (paid & volunteer), and other members of 

leadership are required to attend, but the entire church is encouraged to attend (the more 

the better) 

• 3-6 (or later) – the consultation team meets to draft the report which will be delivered to 

the congregation in a Town Hall Meeting on Sunday following worship 

Sunday, January 14th: 

• 10:30 – worship service with PB serving as liturgist and Kay Kotan delivering the sermon 

with the theme “For Such a Time as This” based on Esther 4:12-14 

• 11:45 – Congregation meal (covered dish or catered??) and Town Hall Meeting during 
which the report is presented 



 

POST-CONSULTATION SCHEDULE 

Town Hall meetings: 
We will hold up to three Town Hall meetings during the month following the consultation for the 

purpose of questions and discussions of whatever might be in the consultation report. These 

meetings will be lead by a member of the laity, not by PB. The schedule for the meetings is: 

• Thursday, January 18th @ 6:30 p.m. 

• Saturday, January 27th @ 2:00 p.m. 

• Sunday, February 4th @ 2:00 p.m. 

If attendance/questions at the second meeting is significantly diminished from the first, the third 
may be cancelled. 

CHURCH CONFERENCE 

We will have a special Church Conference led by Larry Leland on Sunday, February 11th following 

the morning worship service for the stated purpose of voting on the consultation report. 

Paxtonville UMC 

PO Box 275 

Paxtonville, PA 17861 


