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Our Vision: 

ENCOUNTER+UNDERSTAND+PRACTICE 
      GOD’S LOVE 

 
5th SUNDAY in LENT 

March 25, 2018 
Palm Sunday 

Series: What R U Up 2? 
Today’s Theme: Sit Up 

 
PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold print 
indicates congregational participation.) 
 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 
WELCOME AND DISCIPLESHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
*SPECIAL MUSIC    “Palm Sunday Processional” Choir & Congregation 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Worship Leader: Make no mistake, the powers-that-be in Jerusalem sat up and 
took notice at the actions of Jesus and his motley crew of palm-waving followers 
on that morning. It was a show of the “power” of love and justice for the “least of 
these,” in stark juxtaposition to the military might of the Roman rulers. It was a 
non-violent action featuring a man sitting on a donkey – an action that has offered 
hope throughout the ages. What will we do as individuals and as a community of 
faith to bring hope to the hopeless and in so doing honor that first Palm Sunday 
parade? 
Come, let us journey in worship together. 
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*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 
Eternal One, as we enter Holy Week and celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, may we laugh with the children and shout our hosannas with the 
crowd. But never let us forget where this week ends. For the one who emptied 
himself for our sake, took the form of a servant and was betrayed and denied by 
his disciples and closest friends. May we sing in our hearts this day, but may 
our song be mixed with sorrow and regret, for such is the life of followers in 
every age. Amen. 
 

UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 
(Please join in singing Jesus Loves the Little Children 

as the children come forward.) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAISE SONG       The Wonderful Cross 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
GOSPEL LESSON        John 12:12-16 
 
SERMON        “Sit Up” 

Rev. Brian Lucas, Pastor 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAISE SONG       Worthy Is the Lamb 
 
*DOXOLOGY    Old 100th    UMH#95 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 
Spirit of humble generosity: thank you for your never-failing mercy; thank you 
for Christ’s gift of selfless love; thank you for the witness of our forebears. For 
blessing us with many gifts, we thank you. For walking with us in our 
weakness, we praise you. Receive these gifts in token and thanks for the love 
you offer us, a love that makes us well and whole. We lift these prayers in the 
powerful and holy name of Jesus the Christ, as we continue to pray using his 
words… 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 
*HYMN OF PARTING #733     Marching to Zion 
 
*BENEDICTION 
*POSTLUDE          
 
Portions of today’s liturgy come from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2018 
edition copyright ©2017 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission. 
 
Next week we will continue our series “What R U Up 2?” with our theme,  
“Look Up” based on Mark 16:1-8. What will Pastor Brian talk about? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
THIS WEEK’S UPDATE   
Here’s this week’s update to dispel any potential rumors or concerns about things 
taking place in secret:                                                                                                                   
The Facility Evaluation Team (FET) got together to compile their notes and begin 
to come to consensus on what needs to be done and by when. Their report to me 
should be done in the next couple of weeks, and you will be seeing some of the 
results of that report soon after. 
The Committee on Nominations and Lay Leadership Development has been 
continuing its work. They met this past week to discuss the responses that have 
been received and came to a unanimous agreement to have a total of eleven (11) on 
the board (within the range of 9-12 set by the Book of Discipline). This number 
does include the Lay Leader and Lay Member, allowing for three other members 
per year to go on and come off the board on a rotating basis, and also providing a 
"cushion" in case a situation arises preventing someone from fulfilling his/her 
duties. Several more "Holy Conversations" have taken place with prospective 
nominees. Those interviewed have been given time and asked to seriously pray 
and think about the prospect of accepting without the pressure of making an 
immediate decision, and without the added pressure of their names being shared 
beyond the committee. The committee will be meeting after Easter and should 
have the full slate of nominees prepared soon after that. The church conference 
date has not been set but will be announced at least two weeks in advance.  
Looking ahead, I invite you to follow along with the GEC report and the timeline 
laid out therein; if you are in need of a new copy, please contact Amanda and she 
will be happy to make you one. 
I realize that any transition can be anxiety-riddled, especially one that takes time. I 
ask for your patience, support, and prayers as we continue on this journey and live 
into the future vision God has for us. 
God's peace and blessings, Pastor Brian (aka: PB) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We are in need of Key Keepers.  See Lee Shamory or PB; 
 or sign-up on the designated sheet on the Mission & Ministry 

Table in the hallway. 
 
 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 
 General Fund $3,834.00 
 Sunday School 27.00 
 Tombodu 10.00  
 Youth Mission Trip 25.00  
 Impact Reimbursement 270.00 
 Darryl Shirk Fund 200.00 
 Gaga Pitt 25.00 
 Building Fund 30.00  

 
 

PAINT & PRAISE 
April 3 our youth group is hosting a Paint & Praise Party to benefit their upcoming 
mission trip.  The party will be here at our church in the Fellowship Hall starting at 
6 p.m.  A light meal and praise music are provided at the cost of $35.  No Art Skills 

Needed. Fun Step-by-Step instructions will be given to paint a 12x12 Daisy 
Canvas.  All supplies are included in the price. Sign Up by contacting Penny Rudy 

on Facebook or call her at (five seven zero) 837-5357. 

 
 

On behalf of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Reliance Hose Company 
and the Darryl Shirk family, we want to say “Thank you” for  
 all of the scrumptious desserts you provided for the benefit 

spaghetti dinner. 
 



 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
Are you willing to be a video technician for our new video system?   

If so; please contact Rylan Ebright. 

 
 

EASTER MORNING 
Easter Morning, we will be holding a Sunrise Service at the Paxtonville Cemetery 
starting at 7 a.m. with breakfast to follow in our Fellowship Hall.  If you would 

like to partake of this delicious breakfast please sign-up on the sheet on the 
Mission and Ministry table. 

 
 

PUBLIC SUPPER 
Our spring Public Supper will be here before you know it!  The supper is 

scheduled for Sat. April 7th.  The proceeds of this event will go toward the next 
Youth Mission trip.  Like in the fall, we are not asking for food donations, just 

monetary ones to help off-set the cost.  A donation basket and the sign-up sheet for 
workers is on the Mission and Ministry table.  Mark this supper on your calendars 

and sign-up to help.   
 
 

COMING SOON -   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Our Mission: 
To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 
 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
 GREETERS Rachael McCardle, Ann Markel  
 ORGANIST Kay Kratzer 
 LAY READER Cathy Polan 
 SOUND ROOM Terry Polan, Emeline Snook 
 PRAISE TEAM SINGERS Jess Hetrick, Julie Loss, 
  Zach Umstead 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
   Monday, March 26 9 a.m. Monday Morning Mocha 

  7 p.m. Scouts 
 Tuesday, March 27 7 p.m. Troop Committee Meeting 
  Wednesday, March 28 7 p.m. Choir 
 Thursday, March 29 10 a.m. Soaking Prayer 
  7:30 p.m. Holy Thursday Service 
    @ Zion 
 Friday, March 30 7:30 p.m. Good Friday Service 
    @ Trinity 
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 Sunday, April 1 7 a.m. Sunrise Service 
    @ Paxtonville Cemetery 
  Breakfast to follow Sunrise Service  
  8 a.m. Prayer and Communion 
  9 a.m. Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Worship 
   

 


