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Our Vision: 

ENCOUNTER+UNDERSTAND+PRACTICE 
      GOD’S LOVE 

 

 
4th SUNDAY in LENT 

March 11, 2018 
Series: What R U Up 2? 

Today’s Theme: Light Up 
 

PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold print 
indicates congregational participation.) 
 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 
WELCOME AND PARISH CONCERNS 
 
DISCIPLESHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT PRESENTATION 
 
*PRAISE SONG       Indescribable 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Worship Leader: John 3:16 is one of the most famous and oft-quoted Scriptures; what 
follows that verse is important for our Lenten journey. God did not send Jesus to 
judge and condemn the world, but to offer it saving light. As believers in that light, 
we are called to be those who will continue to light up the world through our lives so 
that the world might see the hope for which it yearns. 
Come, let us journey in worship together. 
 
*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 
Light of Lights, this is the season for reflection, and we pray that we might reflect 
your radiance. Where there is sorrow, we pray for your grace to light the darkness. 
Where there is despair, we pray for your hope to light the darkness. Where there is 
hatred, we pray for your forgiveness to light the darkness.  
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Where there is war, we pray for your love to light the darkness. Where there is 
confusion, we pray for your peace to light the darkness. Where there is injustice, 
we pray for your courage to light the darkness. Where there is fear, we pray for 
your joy to light the darkness. It is the season for reflection and we pray that we 
might reflect the brilliance of justice and peace: Light of Lights, may your light 
shine in and through us. Amen. 
 
*HYMN #98        To God Be the Glory 
 

UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 
(Please join in singing Jesus Loves the Little Children 

as the children come forward.) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAISE SONG       My Lighthouse 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
GOSPEL LESSON        John 3:14-21 
 
SERMON        “Light Up” 

Rev. Brian Lucas, Pastor 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Let Us Be Your Light”   Choir 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY MOMENT 
 
*DOXOLOGY    Old 100th    UMH#95 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 
God of light and love, shine through our offerings this day. May they bring light to 
the darkness and help lead others from death into life. Transform these gifts into 
your glory, that they may reflect the joy of your saving grace.  
We lift these prayers in the powerful and holy name of Jesus the Christ, as we 
continue to pray using his words… 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 
*HYMN OF PARTING #701         When We All Get to Heaven 
 
*BENEDICTION 
*POSTLUDE          
 
Portions of today’s liturgy come from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2018 edition 
copyright ©2017 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission. 
 
Next week we will continue our series “What R U Up 2?” with our theme,  
“Lift Up” based on John 12:20-33. What will Pastor Brian talk about? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 LENTEN SEASON 
Each Sunday evening of this Lenten season the following designated church will be 

offering a soup dinner at 6 p.m. and a worship service at 7 p.m:    

Today – Paxtonville  March 18 – Hummels 
Holy Thursday worship will be at Zion at 7:30 p.m.                                                             
Good Friday worship will be at Trinity at 7:30 p.m.  

There is a sign-up sheet on the Mission & Ministry Table for any of you who can 
donate soup, bread, or a simple dessert for this evening’s Lenten Service. 

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 

 General Fund $4,545.00 
 Sunday School 40.00 
  Missions 60.00 
 HUB 75.00   
 Land Development 10.00  
 Building Fund 50.00 
 UMCOR 50.00  
 
 

NAVIGATE 
On Saturday, April 28th from 9 until 5 is a conference on discipleship planning called 

"Navigate." It will be taking place in Lewisburg at the former high school. As we 
begin to look at how to create a discipleship path in Paxtonville, this conference 

might be a great way to get an early look at what that looks like and how to make it 
happen. Perhaps you desire to be part of the process of creating our pathway. 

Perhaps you understand the need to have one exists but you're not sure what that 
looks like. Perhaps you are completely confused about what is meant by discipleship 

path. Consider registering for the conference. 
Here is a link with more detailed information and some videos: 

https://www.susumc.org/index.php/ministries/connectional-ministries/ministry-
teams/congregational-development/navigate 

 
 

 
 

 
 

HELP WANTED 
Are you willing to be a video technician for our new 
 video system?  If so; please contact Rylan Ebright. 

 
 
 

 
 

YOU ARE INVITED 
The Cub Scout Pack 3451 will be holding a Bake Auction on today,  

at 1:00 p.m.  The auction will be taking place at Grace Covenant Community Church.  
We hope to see you there supporting our hard-working scouts! 

 
 
 
 

DESSERTS NEEDED 
The date for a spaghetti dinner to benefit Darryl Shirk and family is approaching 

quickly.  It will be held on Saturday, March 24th, from 4 until 7 p.m. at the 
Middleburg Fire Hall.  Cost is $8 for adults,  

$5 for ages 3 to 12, and those under 3 years of age eat for free. 
We here at PUMC are planning to supply desserts for this dinner.  Food is being 

prepared to serve approximately 300 people, so that means lots of desserts will be 
needed.  You may donate cakes, pies, cookies, cobblers, fruit salad, etc.; the more 

variety the better. 
A sign-up sheet is located on the Missions & Ministry table in the hallway.  Food 
items may be dropped off at the fire hall on Friday morning (9 to 11 a.m.) or on 

Saturday.  If you have any questions please talk to Nancy Stull. 
You may also volunteer to help prepare/serve the dinner.   

Talk to Nancy or Marian at 837-5340. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PROGRESS REPORT 
  Since today is exactly one month since our congregational vote to adopt the 
prescriptions from the Growing Effective Churches Consultation, I thought it would 
be a good time to let you know what has been happening, and what to expect in the 
near future. So far the Facilities Evaluation Team (FET) has been put together and has 
begun its work of looking over everything in and around the church building. They 
have met two times for a total of about five hours. The advance word is they have 
found lots of areas to be addressed, and I look forward to seeing their report when 
their work is completed. The Committee on Nominations and Lay Leadership 
Development has also met twice, and our coach Jan Hughes helped walk them 
through a deeper understanding of what the Governing Board would be responsible 
for. With her guidance, the committee created a "job description" for members of the 
board, as well as identified the traits and characteristics board members should have. 
The committee is taking this holy work very seriously and has been using prayer and 
conversation to help discern who to invite to be part of the board; in other words, 
they aren't "pulling names out of a hat." Over the next week or so, several members of 
the committee will be meeting with individuals for holy conversation. 
  Next up for us will be the formation of the Worship Evaluation Team (WET) which I 
will be putting together over the next couple of weeks. This will be a group of five 
people that will cover a cross-section of ages and worship style preferences. Although 
I do have a couple of people in mind, the team has not yet been selected. If you are 
feeling God calling you to be a part of this, please let me know and I will gladly 
consider you. Please keep in mind that the group size is limited and I can't say yes to 
everyone. 
  Looking ahead, I invite you to follow along with the GEC report and the timeline 
laid out therein; if you are in need of a new copy, please contact Amanda and she will 
be happy to make you one. 
  I realize that any transition can be anxiety-riddled, especially one that takes time. I 
ask for your patience, support, and prayers as we continue on this journey and life 
into the future vision God has for us. 
 
God's peace and blessings, 
Pastor Brian (aka: PB) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Our Mission: 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
 GREETERS Holly Paige 
 ORGANIST Pam Perna  
 LAY READER Tommy Rubillo 
 SOUND ROOM Nate Zechman, Rylan Ebright 
 PRAISE TEAM SINGERS Orry Walter, Owen Zechman, 

Zach Umstead, Tony Landis 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO . . . 
 Linda Howell  Greta Kratzer  Traci Miller 
   Josh Snyder 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 Sunday, March 11         6 p.m. Lenten Supper 
   7 p.m. Lenten Worship 
 Monday, March 12  9 a.m. Monday Morning Mocha 
   7 p.m. Scouts 
 Thursday, March 15  10 a.m. Soaking Prayer 
   6 p.m. Fellowship Hall Reserved 
   6:30 p.m. Equipping God’s People 2 
   7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
 Sunday, March 18  8 a.m. Prayer and Communion 
   9 a.m. Sunday School 
   10:30 a.m. Worship 
    6 p.m. Soup Supper @ Hummels 
  
    7 p.m. Lenten Worship @ Hummels 
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