
2nd SUNDAY in LENT 
February 25, 2018 

Today’s theme: A New Thing: A Day to Pray and Reset 
God says, “Behold! I am doing a new thing.” 

A Service of Word and Table 
 

PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold print 
indicates congregational participation.) 
 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 
WELCOME AND PARISH CONCERNS 
 
*PRAISE SONG       Today Is the Day 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Worship Leader: God is always doing a new thing – creating a new day, calling 
us to new life, showing us a new path. Even as we journey toward the cross with 
Jesus, God calls us to reach forward into the journey that lies ahead. 
God makes a way in the desert. 
Congregation: God promises new life in the face of death. 
WL: God restores hope for those in despair. 
C: We will journey forward with Christ. 
WL: Come, let us journey in worship together. 
 
*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 
Lead us, Lord, in this time of worship. Make our paths straight and your 
presence clear. Guide us with renewed hope, that we may perceive the signs of 
life that spring forth from your creative love. With joy-filled trust, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN #381     Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 

UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 
(Please join in singing Jesus Loves the Little Children 

as the children come forward.) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAISE SONG       I Will Follow 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
HEBREW BIBLE LESSON       Exodus 32:1-14 
 
THRESHOLD MOMENT 
 
SERMON            “Move that Cow… I Want Some Holiness” 

Rev. Jan Hughes, Pastor 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
DISCIPLESHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A SERVICE OF WORD & TABLE IV 
INVITATION        UMH#26 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION        
PRAYER FOR PARDON 
SILENT MEDITATION 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
*SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY        
 
*DOXOLOGY    Old 100th    UMH#95 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      UMH#27 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

(The elements will be served by intinction.  The U.M.C. observes an 
 “Open Table” where all are welcome to receive.) 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 
*HYMN OF PARTING #354            I Surrender All 
 
*BENEDICTION 
WL: The Paxtonville United Methodist Church exists to honor God by making 
more disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
C: We exist to honor God by making more disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
WL: In Jesus’ words, “Go. Make. Teach.” And may the blessings of Almighty 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you all this day and forever. Amen. 
 
*POSTLUDE          
 
Portions of today’s liturgy come from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2016 
edition copyright ©2015 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission. 
 
Next week we will continue our series “What R U Up 2?” with our theme, 
“Raise Up” based on John 2:13-22. What will Pastor Brian talk about? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Exodus 32:1-14 (CEB) 
The people saw that Moses was taking a long time to come down from the 
mountain. They gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come on! Make us 
gods who can lead us. As for this man Moses who brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, we don’t have a clue what has happened to him.” 
Aaron said to them, “All right, take out the gold rings from the ears of your 
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people 
took out the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. He collected 
them and tied them up in a cloth. Then he made a metal image of a bull calf, and 
the people declared, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!” 
When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf. Then Aaron 
announced, “Tomorrow will be a festival to the Lord!” They got up early the next 
day and offered up entirely burned offerings and brought well-being sacrifices. 
The people sat down to eat and drink and then got up to celebrate. 
The Lord spoke to Moses: “Hurry up and go down! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, are ruining everything! They’ve already 
abandoned the path that I commanded. They have made a metal bull calf for 
themselves. They’ve bowed down to it and offered sacrifices to it and declared, 
‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, “I’ve been watching these people, and I’ve seen 
how stubborn they are. Now leave me alone! Let my fury burn and devour them. 
Then I’ll make a great nation out of you.” 
But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, “Lord, why does your fury burn 
against your own people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and amazing force? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘He had an evil plan 
to take the people out and kill them in the mountains and so wipe them off the 
earth’? Calm down your fierce anger. Change your mind about doing terrible 
things to your own people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, 
whom you yourself promised, ‘I’ll make your descendants as many as the stars 
in the sky. And I’ve promised to give your descendants this whole land to 
possess for all time.’” Then the Lord changed his mind about the terrible things 
he said he would do to his people 
 


