
4th SUNDAY of ADVENT 
December 24, 2017 

Series: God Bless Us Everyone: The Redemption of Scrooge 
Today’s theme: The Hope of Christmas Future: Death-Defying Acts 

 
PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold print 
indicates congregational participation.) 

 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 

WELCOME AND PARISH CONCERNS 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   God Bless Us Everyone  Choir 
 
Worship Leader: Fear of the future. We all have this to varying degrees, affecting 
our behavior, our relationships, our generosity, and our ability to truly know the 
joy of life. The journey of Scrooge with the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come is 
harrowing. He tries to hide from it, run from it—to no avail. It is only when he 
realizes that he has the power to change the destructive course he is on that his 
fear is transformed to joy. Along with Scrooge, we can defy death-like attitudes 
and reawaken to life. No matter how far off course we might have gone, “we 
haven’t missed it!” 
Worship Leader: Come together, one and all, in the giving spirit. 
Congregation: Gifts abound here, great and small, joyously we feel it. 
WL: Blessings sent us from above guide us on our way. 
C: We raise our voice as we rejoice, bow our head and pray. 
ALL: A miracle has just begun. God bless us everyone! 
 
*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 
Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, we open today to encounter 
You in our worship and to see Your future where grace abounds. Open us to 
your miracle just begun and in this season, transform us into those whose 

giving brings joy to the world. Open us to you, to each other, and to the voices 
no one hears so that your reign of mercy, justice and love can be made known 
to all. Amen. 
 
* LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
WL: Today we light the candle of joy. As we get closer to Christmas we 
remember that our joy “comes not from our preparations or celebrations, but 
because God has chosen to walk among us.” We light this candle because we 
believe that joy is each person’s birthright as a child of God.  The angel’s message 
is for each of us: “Do not be afraid.” 
C: A miracle has just begun! God bless us everyone! 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #203          “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 
 

UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
(Please join in singing verse #1 of Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

as the children come forward.) 
 
PRAISE SONG      O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE READING    Revelation 1:4, Luke 4:18-19, & Romans 8:12-15 
 
DRAMATIC PRESENTATION 
 
PRAISE SONG       Joy to the World 
 
SERMON           “Accepting Christ’s Invitation” 

Rev. Brian Lucas, Pastor 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
DISCIPLESHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 



OFFERTORY 
 
*DOXOLOGY       Tune of Old 100th 
Praise God who blesses everyone! 
Praise Jesus Christ, who is to come! 
Praise Spirit, making Three-in-One! 
All praise the miracle begun! 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 
Generous God, we give you thanks for all you have given us and we offer our 
gifts for the sake of being your hands and feet as the Body of Christ. Open us 
to even more ways to give so that we might offer death-defying love to all.  We 
lift this prayer in the name of your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ 
as we continue to use his words… 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 
*HYMN #224     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

*BENEDICTION 
*POSTLUDE          
 
Portions of the liturgy come from God Bless Us Everyone copyright ©2016 The 
Worship Design Studio. Used by permission. 
 
Tonight we will conclude our series “God Bless Us Everyone: The Redemption 
of Scrooge” with our Christmas Eve theme, “Keeping Christmas Well/ God 
Bless Us Everyone.”  What will Pastor Brian talk about tonight? 
 
Revelation 1:4b (CEB) 
Grace and peace to you from the one who is and was and is coming. 
 

Luke 4:18-19 (CEB) 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has 
sent me to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor. 
 
Romans 8:12-15 (CEB) 
So then, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, but it isn’t an obligation to 
ourselves to live our lives on the basis of selfishness. If you live on the basis of 
selfishness, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the 
actions of the body, you will live. All who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s 
sons and daughters. You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back 
again into fear, but you received a Spirit that shows you are adopted as his 
children. With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.” 


