
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP 
A Service of Word and Table  

Series: God Bless Us Every One: The Redemption of Scrooge 
Tonight’s theme: Keeping Christmas Well 

December 24, 2017 
8:00p.m. 

PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold print 
indicates congregational participation.) 
 

GATHERING MUSIC 
To Begin at 7:40 p.m. 

 
 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “God Bless Us Everyone”  Choir 
 
Worship Leader: During Advent, we have been on a journey that takes a look at our 
how God blesses each and every one of us with the ability to be transformed. The 
chimes of the clock-tower bells in Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol, provided a 
wake-up call for Ebenezer Scrooge and turned him from his resentment, fear and 
isolation. Each week we have heard the bells ring just as Scrooge did on that 
transformative night.  
Tonight we remember that “Keeping Christmas Well” is not about signs of our own 
prosperity, but signs of our own transformation—getting our true selves back so 
that we might give fully of ourselves with joy. Scrooge’s journey is not complete 
until he reconciles with his family. “Scrooge knocked at the door and asked to be 
welcomed, and with joy, he was. If Scrooge can be redeemed, then so can we!”  

We want you to know that you are family here… no matter whether you are a 
member or a first-time or one-time visitor this night. You are family and you are 
welcome with all the peace, love, hope, and joy that you can stand!  
WL: Come together, one and all, in the giving spirit. 
C: Gifts abound here, great and small, joyously we feel it. 
WL: Blessings sent us from above guide us on our way. 
C: We raise our voice as we rejoice, bow our head and pray. 
ALL: A miracle has just begun. God bless us everyone! 
 
*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, in our journey of past, present 
and future we have opened ourselves to your transforming love. On this night 
we remember the birth of Your Love For Us in Jesus Christ. Open us to this 
miracle just begun, open us to the voices no one hears so that your reign of 
mercy, justice, and love can be made known to all. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #220    “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
WL: An ancient Christian practice is called “Passing the Peace.” For early 
Christians, it was an important way to recognize that we are all family as we bless 
one another. Tonight, I invite you to pass the peace of Christ with your neighbors 
as Tiny Tim did in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, saying, “God bless us – every one!” 
 

UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(Please join in singing verse #1 of The First Noel as the 
children come forward, and verse 2 as they return to their seats.) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC      Christmas Hallelujah 
 
DRAMATIC PRESENTATION SCENE #1 
 
CAROL   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   UMH#196 



Come, thou long expected Jesus,   2. Born thy people to deliver, 

born to set thy people free;    born a child and yet a King, 

from our fears and sins release us,   born to reign in us forever, 

let us find our rest in thee.    now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

Israel's strength and consolation,   By thine own eternal spirit 

hope of all the earth thou art;   rule in all our hearts alone; 

dear desire of every nation,    by thine all sufficient merit, 

joy of every longing heart.    raise us to thy glorious throne 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 
 
DRAMATIC PRESENTATION SCENE #3 
 
CAROL   Emmanuel, Emmanuel (twice)  UMH#204 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 

His name is called Emmanuel. 
 
DRAMATIC PRESENTATION SCENE #4 
 
CAROL   What Child Is This (vs. 1 & 2)  UMH#219 

What child is this who, laid to rest,  2. Why lies he in such mean estate 

on Mary's lap is sleeping?    where ox and ass are feeding? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 

while shepherds watch are keeping?  the silent Word is pleading. 

 

Refrain:  

This, this is Christ the King,    

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

haste, haste to bring him laud,  

the babe, the son of Mary. 

 
SERMON            “God Bless Us Every One” 

       Rev. Brian Lucas, Pastor 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

 
THE TABLE 

INVITATION 
WL: All are welcome as God’s family at this table. It is a feast laid for us in the 
birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. At this table we remember – be we also 
dream – of a time when the vision brought into the world by this Child of Peace, 
Hope, Love, and Joy will come true. Tonight, you are welcome and invited to come. 
May this table inspire in you the desire for and affirmation of your own Scrooge-
like transformation. Let us join together in a prayer of confession. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION      On Screen 
SILENT MEDITATION 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PARDON 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES, TITHES, & OFFERINGS 
 
*THE DOXOLOGY    Old 100th Tune                       95 
Praise God who blesses everyone! 
Praise Jesus Christ, the new-born Son! 
Praise Spirit, making Three-in-One! 
All praise the miracle has come! Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR CHRISTMAS   On Screen 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF BREAD AND GIVING OF CUP 

(Communion will be served by intinction, with stations at  
the front and rear of the sanctuary. All are welcome. 

Please join in singing carols while communion is distributed.) 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 



 
PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 

 
THE SERVICE OF CANDLELIGHT 

*SPREADING THE LIGHT 
Pastor:  Jesus is the light of the world.  As his followers we are called to receive his 
light and carry him into the darkness of today.  Watch the light grow as each of us 
receives the light of Christ. 
 
*HYMN #239      Silent Night, Holy Night 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE 
 
Portions of the liturgy come from God Bless Us Everyone copyright ©2016 The 
Worship Design Studio. Used by permission. 

 
The dramatic presentation of Scripture is based on “The Voice” translation of 
Luke 1:26-2:20. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Silent night, holy night,  

all is calm, all is bright  

round yon virgin  

mother and child.  

Holy infant, so tender and mild,  

sleep in heavenly peace,  

sleep in heavenly peace.  

 

2. Silent night, holy night,  

shepherds quake at the sight;  

glories stream from heaven afar,  

heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  

Christ the Savior is born,  

Christ the Savior is born!  

 

3. Silent night, holy night,  

Son of God, love's pure light;  

radiant beams from thy holy face  

with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  

 

4. Silent night, holy night,  

wondrous star, lend thy light;  

with the angels let us sing,  

Alleluia to our King;  

Christ the Savior is born,  

Christ the Savior is born! 


