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Our Vision: 

ENCOUNTER+UNDERSTAND+PRACTICE 
      GOD’S LOVE 

 

22nd SUNDAY after PENTECOST 
All Saints Sunday 
November 5, 2017 

Series: Jesus’ Kingdom Parables 
Today’s theme: The Reign of God Disrupts Business as Usual 

A Service of Word and Table 
 

PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold 

print indicates congregational participation.) 
 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 

WELCOME AND PARISH CONCERNS 
 
*PRAISE SONG     Because He Lives (Amen) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Worship Leader: Grace to you and peace from God who is, and was, and is to 
come. 
Congregation: Amen. 
WL: And from Christ Jesus the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 
ruler of kings on earth. 
C: Amen. 
WL: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. 
C: Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 
We bless your holy name, O God, for all your servants who, having finished 
their course, now rest from their labors. Give us grace to follow the example 
of their steadfastness and faithfulness, to your honor and glory; through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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*HYMN #711    For All the Saints (verses 1, 2, 4, & 6) 
 

UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 
(Please join in singing Jesus Loves the Little Children 

as the children come forward.) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
GOSPEL LESSON       Luke 16:1-8a 
 
SERMON   “The Shrewd Steward”  

Rev. Brian Lucas, Pastor 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
PRAISE SONG      The Power of Your Love 
 
DISCIPLESHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INVITATION 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION      UMH# 12 
SILENT MEDITATION 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
*SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY        
 
*DOXOLOGY    Old 100th    UMH#95 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      UMH#13 
 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

(The elements will be served by intinction.  The U.M.C. observes an 
 “Open Table” where all are welcome to receive.) 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 
*HYMN OF PARTING #733      Marching to Zion 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE          
 
Portions of today’s liturgy come from The United Methodist Book of Worship 
copyright ©1992 by The United Methodist Publishing House.  Used by 
permission. 
 
Next week we will conclude our series: “Jesus Kingdom Parables,” with our 
week four theme “The Reign of God Is a Reign of Forgiveness and Justice.” 
What will Pastor Brian talk about? 
 
 

NEWSLETTER CORRECTION! 
On the November calendar in the November/December Newsletter are errors.  
Pastor Brian will be on vacation Nov. 19-Dec. 2; which means there will be no 
Morning Mocha on Nov. 20th or Nov. 27th.  Please cross off these events from 

your calendars. 



 
CARE PACKAGES 

Our youth are collecting for college care packages until the end of November 
for 3 more students.  They are asking you, our congregation to help contribute 
to these packages.  Lists of needed items are on the table outside the sanctuary. 

 
WOMEN OF PUMC: 

Join in reading and studying the Bible praying and sharing life together.  
“Golden Girls”, (ladies who want to “shine” for Jesus) meets Tuesday 

mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the church library, next to the office.  For November 
and December our meetings will center around three topics:  Meditative 

Scripture reading silent prayer, and living life together.  We read scripture and 
think on questions like:  What are we discovering about God’s nature?  How 

do I see myself in this scripture?  After each section of Scripture, we remain in 
a time of silent prayer.  Throughout the meeting sharing how we see God at 

work in our lives is encouraged.  All ladies are welcome to come.   
Nov. 14 scripture:  II Thessolonians 3:1-18, Nov. 21 scripture Hebrews 4:1-13 

 
 

KEYKEEPERS NEEDED 
Due to some changes in staff and duties, we find ourselves in need of someone 

(or someones) to take care of preparing the church for Sunday morning 
worship by unlocking the doors, adjusting thermostats, looking around to 

make sure there are no safety or water issues, and to lock up after worship. In 
addition to Sundays, the person(s) might also need to do the same tasks a 

couple of times a month when an outside group desires to use the facility. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to PRACTICE God’s Love through service for the 
church, so we are looking for individuals, couples, or families to volunteer to 
handle these duties on a monthly basis. A sign-up sheet has been placed on 

the Mission & Ministry table in Fellowship Hall, along with a sheet detailing 
the duties that need to be accomplished. We have someone for November and 

someone for January, but December is still open for this year, as well as the 
rest of 2018. Please visit the table, look over the duties, and consider taking a 

month. 
 

 

 
 
 

CHURCH CONFERENCE 
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend our yearly church conference.  
The conference will be held here in our sanctuary this evening, at 7:00 p.m.  

Our Lewisburg District Superintendent, Reverend Larry Leland, will be 
leading us in worship and the yearly business to be decided upon and 

approved.  Please join us! 
 
 
 

SHOEBOXES 
Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child are wrapped and ready to be picked 
up from the table in the Fellowship Hall.  Be sure to pick up a pamphlet with 
information on how to pack your shoebox.  Because of custom regulations do 
not include any type of candy or toothpaste!  You can also refer to the OCC 

article in the latest newsletter for more information on what is allowed in your 
shoebox.  REMEMBER, all completed shoeboxes are due by Sunday  

Nov. 12th!  Any questions can be directed to Connie Kratzer or Noelle Buckley. 
 
 
 

VETERAN’S DAY COMMEMORATION 
You are invited to join us on Sunday, November 12th from 3 until 4, as we take 

to remember and say, “Thank you,” to all of our veterans. The program will 
include the reading of some letters to and from a veteran, songs, and 

reflections on remembering. You are also asked to bring a photo to display 
and honor your veteran. If you have a letter you would like to share, bring it 
along as well. If you are unable to read it, someone will do it for you. There 

will also be opportunities for you to share a special memory. By remembering, 
we fulfill our covenant to honor their service. If you would like to participate 

in some way (or if you would like more information) please contact Mark 
Troup by phone (570-765-2920) or by e-mail (mwtlbg@gmail.com). We look 

forward to remembering with you. 
 



GROWING EFFECTIVE CHURCHES 
In the fall of 2016, Larry Leland invited our church to participate in a pilot 

program working with the conference’s Growing Effective Churches ministry, 
and the Ad Council accepted. Throughout 2017, PB has been joining with the 

pastors of about 8 different churches, Larry, and Kay Kotan for reading, 
conversation, and leadership development. In addition, six members of the 

laity of our church have been doing the same thing with other laity, and 
helping PB complete a “Self-Study Packet” in preparation for our consultation 
which will take place January 12th to the 14th. In advance of the consultation, 

there is one more thing to do and that is to participate in a churchwide “Laity 
Pre-consultation Workshop.” This will take place in the Fellowship Hall on 

Saturday, November 18th from 9-noon. The Rev. Jan Hughes of the Middlesex 
U.M.C. has graciously agreed to be our coach throughout the process and will 
be leading the workshop. We are calling the workshop “churchwide” because 

everyone is invited and encouraged to attend; the “more the merrier” so to 
speak. Whether you are a part of the church leadership or not doesn’t make a 

difference. You are an important part of the congregation and we look forward 
to you participating in the workshop, and in the consultation process. 

 
GEC PROGRAM 

The Growing Effective Churches (GEC) pilot program of which we are a part 
is underway. The clergy and laity groups have met a number of times for book 
study and relationship building. This will be continuing throughout the year 
with the laity discussing three books and the clergy working through about 

ten. In the fall/winter, each of the churches involved will be going through a 
consultation process which will help them celebrate their successful ministries 
and processes and giving suggestions on changing and “tweaking” others in 
order for each to be truly effective for the ministry and kingdom of God. Our 

church’s consultation is scheduled for January 12th through the 14th. 
Throughout the coming months, please wrap the laity and clergy of our 
church, each of our partner churches, and the entire process with prayer, 

seeking God’s wisdom, guidance, and courage. Here are our partner churches: 
Trinity (Middleburg); Catawissa Ave (Sunbury); Roaring Creek Valley 

(Catawissa); Benton & Waller (Benton); Hope (Port Trevorton); and The 
Beacon (Bethany/Christ, Hughesville). 

 

Our Mission: 
To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 
 

 
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Greeters       Herrold Family 
  Organist Kay Kratzer 
 Sound Room Haarold Kratzer, Bill Burns 
  Lay Reader Julia Nesbit 
 Praise Team Singers Scott & Zach Umstead, 

  Tommy Rubillo, Tony Landis 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO . . . 
  Orry Walter  Carolyn Hassinger 

 

 

FOR YOUR CALENDARS        
 Sunday, Nov. 5 7 p.m. Church Conference 
 Monday, Nov. 6 9 a.m. Morning Mocha 
 Tuesday, Nov. 7 Election Day Cafe 
 Wednesday, Nov. 8 7 p.m. Choir Practice 
  Thursday, Nov. 9 8:30 a.m. Breakfast Girls to Rayauda’s 
   10-11:30 a.m. Soaking Prayer 

   3:30-9 p.m. Fellowship Hall Reserved 
   7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
 Sunday, Nov. 12 SHOEBOXES DUE TODAY!! 
  8 a.m. Prayer and Communion 
    9 a.m. Sunday school 
    10:30 a.m. Worship 
    3-4 p.m. Veteran’s Day Program 

 


