
  
 

Paxtonville UMC 
1281 Paxton Street, Paxtonville PA  

(570) 837-3158 
www.paxtonvilleumc.org 

Office Email – paxtonvilleumc@gmail.com 
Pastor Brian Lucas - blucas@susumc.org 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Vision: 
ENCOUNTER+UNDERSTAND+PRACTICE 

      GOD’S LOVE 

 
 

19th SUNDAY after PENTECOST 
October 15, 2017 

Series: 21 Questions in 21 Days 
Today’s Theme: Do I Thank God that I Am Not Like Others? 

 
PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 
L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 
L:  And all the time. 
P:  God is good. 
 
(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold 
print indicates congregational participation.) 

 
ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 

PRESERVICE PRAISE AND WORSHIP MUSIC 
How Can I Keep from Singing  
Come Thou Fount (I Will Sing)  
Here I Am to Worship   

 
WELCOME AND PARISH CONCERNS 
 
*PRAISE SONG        Freedom 
 
*CALL to WORSHIP 
Worship Leader: Holy, loved children of God, put on compassion and 
kindness this day. 
Congregation: Wrapped in the garment of love, we gather to worship God. 
WL: Holy, loved children of God, with humility, clothe yourselves in 
gentleness and patience. 
C: Wrapped in the garment of love, we gather as the family of God. 
WL: Holy, loved children of God, bring your gratitude and your joy to 
worship. 
C: Wrapped in the garment of love, we gather to sing praise to God. 
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*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 
God of wisdom and grace, may your Spirit grow within us, that we may 
grow in wisdom and truth all the days of our lives. Teach us your ways, that 
we may walk the path of Christ and lead others into your light. Clothe us, 
gracious God, with compassion and kindness, with humility and 
gentleness, that others may see in us the truth of your love. Bind us together 
in love and unity, that our church may be a haven of blessing and a place of 
peace. Amen. 
 
*HYMN of PRAISE #384     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 

 (Please join in singing Jesus Loves Me  
as the children come forward.) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS    Colossians 3:12 & Luke 18:9-14 
 
SERMON    “Do I Thank God that I Am Not Like Others?” 

Rev. Brian Lucas, Pastor 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
PRAISE SONG        We Fall Down 
 
DISCIPLESHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 
 
*DOXOLOGY                95 
 
 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 

Generous God, clothe these gifts with love and kindness, that all who 
receive our ministry and our gifts: may know your love and mercy, may 
touch the peace of Christ, and may live in communion with the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 
*HYMN of PARTING#377     It Is Well with My Soul 
*BENEDICTION 
*POSTLUDE          
 
Next week we will begin our series “Jesus’ Kingdom Parables” with our 
week one theme, “The Reign of God Is Not Under Our Control.” What will 
Pastor Brian have to say? 
 
Portions of today’s liturgy come from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2015 
copyright ©2014 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
MUSTANG MERCANTILE 

In response to Pastor Brian’s sermon last week, we now have another way to 
PRACTICE God’s love and meet some of the needs in our community.  A new 
initiative, called Mustang Mercantile, has been created within the Midd-West 

School District.  Operated mostly by theatre club student, and a few staff 
advisors, they are currently accepting donations of new, or very gently used, 
modern clothing and shoes for all grade levels.  Items can be dropped off at 
any of the four school buildings and placed in the marked boxes inside the 

main entrances.  The contributions are then collected, processed, and 
redistributed to the appropriate location.  Guidance counselors work with 

students to provide them  with whatever they are lacking, no questions asked.  
Check out the district website, www.mwsd.cc, for updated regarding this 

program.  Questions? . . .see Adam Dietz. 
 

 
KEYKEEPER 

We are currently looking for someone to join the church staff as a "Keykeeper." 
This person would be responsible for opening and closing the church on 

Sundays (that is, unlocking and locking the doors; adjusting the temperatures 
appropriately) and occasionally when outside individuals or groups would like 
to use the facility. This position pays $50.00 per month. If you are interested or 

want more information, please talk to Lee Shamory or PB. 
 
 
 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 
 General Fund $4,002.00 
 Sunday School 58.00  
 HUB 75.00    
 UMCOR (Flood Relief) 2,000.00 
 Public Supper 2,978.33 
  
   
   
   

SAFE SANCTUARIES 

It has been five years since we last offered a "Safe Sanctuaries" training session 
which means we are due since the certification lasts five years. To remedy this 
issue and to provide opportunity for others to be trained, we will be hosting a 
training seminar on Wednesday, October 25 beginning at 6:30 p.m. and lasting 
until about 9:00 p.m. If you are currently involved in any of the children and 

youth ministries of the church (or feel that you might become so in the future), 
this session is for you! Just register with the office or sign up at the mission 

and ministry table. The cost of the seminar is $3.00 per person to cover the cost 
of hand-out materials. 

 
 

SHOEBOXES 
Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child are wrapped and ready to be picked 
up from the table in the Fellowship Hall.  Be sure to pick up a pamphlet with 
information on how to pack your shoebox.  Because of custom regulations do 
not include any type of candy or toothpaste!  You can also refer to the OCC 

article in the latest newsletter for more information on what is allowed in your 
shoebox.  REMEMBER, all completed shoeboxes are due by Sunday  

Nov. 12th!  Any questions can be directed to Con 
nie Kratzer or Noelle Buckley. 

GRAB-A-BITE MEALS 
We need volunteers, couples, small groups, singles, anyone, to volunteer for 

providing a “quick” meal for the families on the Wednesday nights of our 
Rock meetings.  This is your opportunity to be part of the  

“Rock” ministry. 
This meal is called grab-a-bite for a reason.  We need a quick, inexpensive, 

meal provided for the parents and children of our rock groups, who have no 
time to make a meal after work, and still get to their rock meetings 

by 6:30. 
Please see the sign-up sheet at the ministry table.   If you have any questions 

or would prefer to make a monetary donation to purchase food supplies, 
please see Colleen Ritter or call her at 837-0438. 

 

 



WHAT IS SOAKING PRAYER? 
It’s a time of sitting quietly talking to God and listening to Him speak His 

heart to us.  Listening to soothing music helps us to come into God’s 
presence.  During this time, many things might happen.  We may be reminded 
of God’s great love for us.  We may gain inner healing.  We may start to know 
who we are in God.  We might receive direction for something we have been 

inquiring of God.  We might receive His comfort, strength, peace and 
joy.  Soaking in God’s presence together allows for a powerful time with 

God.  Come and join us at 10 AM on Thursdays.  All are welcome! 

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

In preparation for our Growing Effective Churches consultation (scheduled for 
Jan. 12-14), we will be having a laity pre-consultation workshop on Saturday, 

November 18th in the Fellowship Hall.  All congregants are invited and 
encouraged to attend.  Look for more details in future announcements. 

 
 

GEC PROGRAM 
The Growing Effective Churches (GEC) pilot program of which we are a part 

is underway. The clergy and laity groups have met a number of times for book 
study and relationship building. This will be continuing throughout the year 
with the laity discussing three books and the clergy working through about 

ten. In the fall/winter, each of the churches involved will be going through a 
consultation process which will help them celebrate their successful ministries 
and processes and giving suggestions on changing and “tweaking” others in 
order for each to be truly effective for the ministry and kingdom of God. Our 

church’s consultation is scheduled for January 12th through the 14th. 
Throughout the coming months, please wrap the laity and clergy of our 
church, each of our partner churches, and the entire process with prayer, 

seeking God’s wisdom, guidance, and courage. Here are our partner churches: 
Trinity (Middleburg); Catawissa Ave (Sunbury); Roaring Creek Valley 
(Catawissa); Benton & Waller (Benton); Hope (Port Trevorton); and The 

Beacon (Bethany/Christ, Hughesville). 
 
 

 

 

Our Mission: 
To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 
 
 

 
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Greeters       Jake & Alice Steininger 
  Organist Peggy Rearick 
 Sound Room Terry & Cathy Polan 
  Lay Reader Tommy Rubillo 
 Praise Team Singers Greg Hetrick, Tommy Rubillo,  
  Nate Zechman, Scott Umstead 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO . . . 

  Larry Zechman  Anna Reigle 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR CALENDARS        
 Monday, Oct. 16 9 a.m. Morning Mocha 
  7 p.m. Administrative Council  
 Tuesday, Oct. 17 10 a.m. Golden Girls 
  7 p.m. Men of Faith @ Trinity 
 Wednesday, Oct. 18 6 p.m. Grab-A-Bite 
  6:30 p.m. ROCK 
  Thursday, Oct. 19 10-11:30 a.m. Soaking Prayer 
   7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
 Sunday, Oct. 22 8 a.m. Prayer and Communion 
    9 a.m. Sunday school 
    10:30 a.m. Worship 
     


