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Our Mission:  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

 

 

 

BAPTISM of the LORD 

January 8, 2017 

 
PERIODIC LITANY (May be used at any time.) 

L:  God is good. 
P:  All the time. 

L:  And all the time. 

P:  God is good. 

 

(You are invited to stand, as you are able, wherever a “*” is marked.  Bold print 

indicates congregational participation.) 

 

ENCOUNTER GOD’S LOVE 

WELCOME AND PARISH CONCERNS 

 

*PRAISE SONG          Come, Now Is the Time to Worship 

 

*CALL to WORSHIP 

Worship Leader: Come, servants of God. 

Congregation: God’s Spirit has called us here. 

WL: Come, servants of Love. 
C: God’s Spirit calls us to justice and peace. 

WL: Come, followers of Christ. 

C: God’s Spirit calls us to reconciliation and love. 

WL: Come, beloved children of God. 

C: God’s Spirit is a blessing for all. 

 

*PRAYER OF PRAISE (Unison) 

Spirit of God, descend upon us this day. Bless us with your presence, that we 

may know you more fully and bless others with your love and grace. Guide us 

on this covenant journey, that we may bring sight to the blind and release to the 

captives. Renew us with the breath of new life, that we may live as children of 

love and seekers of justice. Amen. 

mailto:blucas@susumc.org
http://www.buzzfeed.com/rommelw/7-photos-of-animals-standing-on-top-of-other-anima-nda
http://www.buzzfeed.com/rommelw/7-photos-of-animals-standing-on-top-of-other-anima-nda


 

*HYMN of PRAISE#157      Jesus Shall Reign 

 

(Please join in singing Jesus Loves Me as the children come forward.) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

PRAISE SONG       We Believe        

 
UNDERSTAND GOD’S LOVE 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

GOSPEL LESSON      Matthew 3:13-17 
 

SERMON       “The Baptism of Jesus” 

Timothy Kniss 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER  

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR LIVES AND OFFERINGS 

 
OFFERTORY 

 

*DOXOLOGY                95 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison) 

Mighty God of love and justice, send your Spirit upon these gifts of personal 

treasure and worldly wealth; send your Spirit upon our gifts of time and talent. 

Breathe into us and into these offerings the newness of your life, the faithfulness 

of your justice, and the hope of reconciliation and peace. We lift this prayer in 

the name of your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ as we continue to 

use his words… 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

PRACTICE GOD’S LOVE 

*HYMN of PARTING#347      Spirit Song 

 
*BENEDICTION 

 

 *POSTLUDE          

 
Portions of the liturgy come from The Abingdon Worship Annual, 2014 Edition, 

copyright ©2013. Used by permission. 

 

Next week we will begin our series “The Call” with our week one theme 

“Hearing and Answering.” What will Pastor Brian have to say? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

INDOOR CUSTODIAN WANTED 

The church is looking for a person/persons who would be interested in taking on the 

Indoor Custodian position.  If you have questions or are interested in applying please 
contact Lee Shamory (570-837-3371) or PB (570-837-3158). 

 

 
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 

 General Fund $3,338.00 

 Initial 99.00   

 Missions 10.00 

 HUB 75.00 

 Building Fund 150.00 

 

  

   

YOUTH DIRECTOR 

The Ad Council recently created a new staff position of Youth Leader with the intent of 

taking our children, youth, and young adult ministries to new heights. This is an incredible 

opportunity for someone to help spread the good news of Jesus, the hope found in God's 

grace, and the power of the transforming Spirit to the youth of our church and communities, 

by helping them ENCOUNTER, UNDERSTAND, and PRACTICE God's Love. Does this 

interest you? Do you have a passion for youth? If so, then this part-time position might be 

the right thing for you. For more information, interested individuals should contact  

Lee Shamory, Scott Umstead, or Pastor Brian. 

 

 

 

ONLINE DIRECTORY  

We are in the process of updating to an electronic directory and some of the 

information we currently have may be outdated or non-existent.  Also, with this 

upgrade we will need your email address if you have one.  Please contact  

Amanda Moyer in the office to be sure we have the correct info for you. 
 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 

PB will soon be starting confirmation classes!  These classes are open to anyone from 
twelve to eighteen years of age who is interested in learning more about discipleship, 

Christian commitment; and the United Methodist Church.  Following completion of 

the course, individuals will be given the opportunity to confirm their baptismal vows 

and become members of the church.  For more information, or to sign-up for the 

classes, please contact PB. 

 
VIM OPPORTUNITY 

Christ UMC in Selinsgrove has opportunities available for VIM teams to help in the 

construction of their new church building.  The proximity of this project makes it a 

wonderful opportunity to PRACTICE God’s love.  At this time they are anticipating 

they will be ready for work teams in late February through the first half of March.  If 

you expect to have some available time during this period, and would like to 

volunteer, you are asked to contact Pam, PB, or the church office.  When we have 

more firm dates, we will be passing that information along. 
 

 

GROWING EFFECTIVE CHURCHES 

The church council recently decided to join with several others in the Lewsiburg 
District as part of a pilot program in partnership with the Growing Effective 

Churches ministry of the conference.  The program is designed to assist us in 

becoming the most effective version of ourselves that we can be.   Throughout 2017 

we will have a group laity working through a number of books and getting together 

with folks from the other churches, as well as with our DS and with Dennis Otto 

from GEC.  We will also be able to use a church-wide small group study titled “A 

Disciple’s Path:  Deepening Your Relationship with Christ and the Church.”  This 

study will be our worship theme for Lent, and can be used in as many of our small 
groups as possible.  If you are not in a small group, you are encouraged to join one or 

help form a new one (perhaps based on geography).  If you are interested in being 

part of the group laity working with the other churches please contact PB or the 

church office to make your interest known. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WW II AND PAXTONVILLE            

Would you like to know more about your family members experience in WW II? 

Would you want to know what was happing right here in Paxtonville to support the 
war effort? 16 million men and women served in the USA armed forces in WW II 

about 18% of the total population.  Millions of people worked in industry and 

volunteer organizations to support the war effort. 1940 Paxtonville had a population 

of approximately 400 souls, the WW II honor roll that used to be in front of the 
church contain the names of 72 men and women serving, also 18%. Many more 

supported the war effort in industry and volunteering. Today most folks do not know 

where or how their family member served or supported.  The “Homefront” is a 

general term for all the folks at home working to support the war effort, it is rarely 
addressed and little appreciated. Join us as we help you obtain the information on       

WW II service and how this community nurtured its family members caught up in 

this huge event on Tuesdays, February14, 21, 28 and March 7, 6-8 pm in the PUMC 

Fellowship Hall. A signup sheet for the class can be found in the hallway outside the 
sanctuary. There is a limit of 60 participants, so please register soon. The fee for the 

class is $5.00 per person to help offset printing and other costs. 
 

 

PAINTERS NEEDED 

The Trustees are looking for a few good painters.  This January, when the snow is 

flying and there are no outside activities to keep you busy, we’d like to paint the 
Sunday school classrooms in the Education Building.  If you would be interested in 

tackling one of those rooms, please contact Martha Herman (570-837-0498).  Thanks 

for practicing God’s love by serving our church through the use of your talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision: 

ENCOUNTER+UNDERSTAND+PRACTICE 

      GOD’S LOVE 

 

 
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Greeters Ned & Judy Moyer 

 Organist Peggy Rearick 

 Lay Reader Tommy Rubillo 

 Sound Room Terry & Cathy Polan 

 Praise Team Singers Scott Umstead, Julie Loss 

   

 

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO . . .  

  Doug Keefer Mike Howell Dolores Yerger 
  Amanda Aurand Cathy Polan Lauren Cuatt 

   Phil Miller 

 

 
FOR YOUR CALENDARS          

  Sunday, Jan. 8 9 a.m. Sunday school 

   10:30 a.m. Worship 

  Monday, Jan. 9 9 a.m. Morning Mocha 

   7-8:30 p.m. Scouts 

  Tuesday, Jan. 10 7 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

  Thursday, Jan. 12 7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

  Saturday, Jan. 14 1-9:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall Reserved 

  Sunday, Jan. 15 8 a.m. Prayer  & Communion 

    9 a.m. Sunday school 

  10:30 a.m. Worship 
 

 

 

 


